CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION 
1.1 The Background of Research

English is a major communication medium between people from different countries around the globe. There are four language skills in English. They are reading, speaking, writing, listening. Speaking is a productive skill that can be directly and empirically observed, those observations are invariably compromises the reliability and validity of an oral production test (Brown in Aseptiana, 2018:22). Among of them, speaking is the most difficult skill in learning English, as Zhang argued that speaking remains the most difficult skill to master for the majority of English learners, and they are still incompetent in communicating orally in English. 
Most of Indonesia learners have mastered their first language, Bahasa. Moreover, there are many differences between English and Indonesia language such as grammatical aspect, sound, vocabulary, etc. However, EFL learners are required to be able to use their target language in various situations. As the foreign learner, is not easy to speak English fluently if there is not the speaking habit. As the language teachers, we should make speaking habit for the foreign language learner, especially in English language.
In process learning the teacher to be serious in teaching-learning and the many problem by student in speaking English are:
1) Students feel unconfidence to express their thought and opinions.

2) They also lack the imagination and critical thinking.

3) The technique and the media are not interesting.

4) Lack of vocabulary confused, and didn't understand what his teacher was talking about.
The teacher must have the ability to solve theses complex problems, and it’s by using technique teaching. In teaching speaking, a teacher is required a brilliant technique in order to apply it to the students, where as the students can learn more effectively and efficiently in accordance with the expected aims, therefore, teaching technique is one way which the teacher or instruction can teach the students in the class. Technique used in teaching sometimes called the method of teaching. There are many kind of methods that can improve students' speaking abilities. Such as Debate Methods, Role Play Methods, Memorizing Methods, PBL Methods, and etc. One of the most popular method is Role Play.
Role play is an excellent activity for speaking in the relatively safe environment of the classroom. It is an extremely methods that can encourage thinking and creativity. It is a kind of motion games in which there is purpose, rules while simultaneously involves excitement. In this method, the students is situated in certain condition outside of the classroom, while the method itself take place in the classroom learning, using the English language. Role Play is often intended as a form of activity in which the learners imagine themselves as if they were outside the classroom and play the role of others when using English. Therefore, in other words, role play can help the learners to practice an actual dialogue. Researchers also have experienced role playing techniques. When experiencing role plays for the first time, researchers lack confidence because they have to speak in front of class. However, after experiencing role playing several times, researchers began to enjoy and follow this technique. Then the researcher feels that this is an activity that can train the ability to speak naturally

The other factors that can influence the learning activities is perception. Positive perceptions on the learning activities bring positive behavior and attitude to have high motivation in learning activities. Related to the explanation above, the researcher intended to understand the implementation of role play in speaking class and to find out the students’ perceptions on the use of role play in speaking class, and hope that after knowing students' perceptions about the use of role play in speaking classes, students can have good motivation to make their progress better, and as the researcher can now what kind of tehnique that student likest

The researcher is interested in conducting research of 5th semester students of English Department in Muslim Nusantara Al-Wasliyah University who join English For Tourism courses. The role play is applied by the lecturer in English For Tourism class to have the performance in front of the class. Play Performance class is aimed to increase the confidence and fluency of English language students through the use of drama, role playing, and play performance.

1.2 Identifications of the Problem
Based on the background above, some of the problems that can be identified are:

1) Role Play is frequently used in English Language Teaching (ELT)   Classroom in UMN Al Wasliyah

2) Students’ speaking skill taught by role play technique is varied ; Some students have higher speaking skill, while some students have lower speaking skill

1.3 Limitation of the Problem
The writer only focuses on knowing students' perceptions about role play techniques in the learning process to improve their ability to speak. The writer limits the problem as the speaking skills of English For Tourism Program  students at Muslim Nusantara Al Wasliyah University.

1.4 Formulation of the Problem

Referring to the explanation above, the researcher formulates the following research questions: 
How is the students’ perception toward role play technique in improving  
 speaking skill ?

1.5  Objective of the Research

Based on the problem formulation, this research aims to find out the students' perceptions about the use of role playing techniques in the classroom to improve their speaking skills.

1.6  Significance of the Research

The findings of this study are supposed to be useful for : 

1)   The researcher also get additional about the weakness and        
strengths of role play 
2)   The students, It can be positive contribution to the students. By knowing
Their perception, the teacher can understand what should they do when use the role play technique.

3)  The teachers, the teacher of speaking class are expected to develop the role play technique for their strategy to improve their students’ achievements.

1.7  Basic Assumptions

The assumption discussed in this research is that English teachers have taught students about speaking skills using the role play method. The author assumes that using role playing techniques can be an alternative way to improve students' speaking abilities. but whether the author's perception is the same as the student's perception, we would not know without research.
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