


CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION

Backgroundofthe Research


Social media, especially video-based platforms such as YouTube, TikTok, or Instagram, become very popular in the life of teenagers. The contents of these flatforms are vary based on the user interests. One of the interests of social media video flatform is educative content. As the result,social media gives students the freedom to learn whenever and wherever they want.
Previous studies found that social media gives them the opportunity topractice speaking, either through speaking challenges or watching English teaching videos(Reinhardt,J.(2019).Languagelearnerscansee,hear,andinteract withnative speakers and other native English speakers through a variety of easily accessible content available on social media.
Compared to traditional learning methods, these videos are often more participatory and engaging (Benson,P.(2017). In addition, you can communicate with native English speakers using social media video platforms, which allows you to directly teach your speaking skills. Language learners can see, hear, and interact with nativespeakersandothernativeEnglishspeakersthroughavarietyofeasily


accessible content available on social media. Compared to traditional learning methods, these videos are often more participatory and engaging.Social media has a positive impact and benefits in the development of science and technology, for example, making it easier to speak English, search for and access information, develop relationships, and others (Hamid et al., 2015).
Effendy (2024) states that TikTok application has a significant influence on students' learning behavior.TikTok provides students with the opportunity to observe and imitate English expressions directly through short and imaginative videos. Features such as speaking challenges or videos that educate students on how to become the most popular among Indonesians are also available.
Furthermore,YouTubeapplication,oneofthepopularsocialmediaplatforms, offers a variety of educational content that can be used to improve English language skills, especially in speaking (Sari, et al.,2019).Various tutorial videos, vlogs, and English learning channels can help users to learn independently, access various materials, and interact with native speakers. However, not all YouTube users make optimal use of this platform to improve their speaking skills.
The Instagram application allows students to access educational content from various content creators, such as influencers, language teachers, or English communities (Aslan, E. (2024). Through Reels and Stories, students can watch short videos containing everyday language expressions, slang, correct pronunciation, and phrasesthatareoftenusedinconversation.Thisvideo-basedlearningisveryuseful
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for improving speaking skills because students can see and hear directly how native English speakers speak.
TikTok, YouTube, Instagram allow learners to hear different accents and dialects from all over the world, giving them the opportunity to be exposed to variations of English, whether from native American, British, Australian, or other countries, thus improving their listening skills and understanding of the languageused in various situations. The great advantage of TikTok and YouTube is their flexibility. Videos can be replayed at any time, slowed down, or sped up allowing learners to learn at their own pace. This gives learners full control to choose the material they find difficult or interesting.


The purpose of this study was to see to what extent students of Sekolah SMP Negeri 34 Medan utilize social media TikTok, YouTube, and Instagram to improve their English speaking skills well and fluently. Through this study, it is hoped that findings can be found that are useful for educators and learners in improving their English speaking skills.
Identificationoftheresearch

Basedontheproblemdescribesabove,theproblemisfocusedon:

1) ThestudentsSpeakingskillisstilllow.

2) Studentsusesocialmediafornoneducativeactivities


Limitationofthe research

ThisstudyfocusesonbenefitsofvideosocialmediathatstudentsSMP34 MEDAN get from media including YouTube, Instagram, and Tiktok.
Formulationoftheresearch

Basedonlimitationoftheproblemabove,theformulationoftheproblems,as

follow

1) Whatarethebenefitsofsocial mediavideoplatformsforlearning speaking?

2) Whatarethechallengesinusingsocialmediavideoplatformsinlearning speaking?
Objectivesofthe research

Accordingtothestatement,theaimofthisresearch,asfollows:

1).Tofindoutthebenefitsofsocialmediavideo platformsforlearningspeaking ?

2) To find out the challenges face by students in using social media video platformfor learning speaking?
Significancesoftheresearch

Fromtheresearchresult,itisexpectedtoprovide severalbenefits:

1) Theoritically,thisstudyprovidesinsightintohowstudentsgetthebenefitsof social media, especially YouTube, TikTok, and Instagramfor learning speaking.


2) This study can also increase student’s awareness to be more active in learning to speak English. This study is expected to be a source of knowledge and increase their understanding of speaking English through social media.
