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CHAPTER II

RIVIEW OF LITERATURE

2.1 Concept of English Literacy

2.1.1 Definition of English Literacy

Henry Aditia Rigianti & Fenita Situmorang (2024) states English literacy refers to an individual's ability to read, understand, write and communicate in English effectively. In an educational context, literacy includes not only the ability to read texts, but also the ability to analyze, evaluate and use information gained from reading in various situations. English literacy is essential for students, especially in understanding subject matter taught in English and participating in wider social interactions.
Baker and Brown (2016) define English literacy as an ability that involves more than just reading and writing. They emphasize that literacy is a complex cognitive process that includes understanding, analyzing and using information obtained from texts. In this context, English literacy focuses not only on decoding or word recognition, but also on the ability to understand the deeper meaning of the text read.
The ideas of Baker and Brown, literacy involves several important components:
1. Reading Ability: This includes the ability to recognize words, understand sentence structure, and interpret meaning from texts. Literate readers are able to connect new information with existing knowledge, so as to draw conclusions and make relevant inferences.
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2. Metacognitive Strategies: Baker and Brown emphasize the importance of metacognitive strategies in the reading process. Literate students not only read the text, but also monitor their own comprehension, plan how they will approach the reading, and evaluate how well they understand the information presented. This shows that literacy involves self-awareness and reflection in the learning process.
3. Analytical Skills: Literacy also includes the ability to analyze and evaluate information from different sources. Literate readers can distinguish between fact and opinion, and understand the social and cultural contexts that influence the meaning of texts. This is important for developing critical thinking and the ability to argue effectively.
4. Use of Texts in Various Contexts: Baker and Brown also note that English literacy should be understood in a broader context, including language use in social, academic and professional situations. Students need to be able to apply their literacy skills in a variety of contexts to function effectively in an increasingly complex society.
In their study, McKeown and Beck (2016) suggested that literacy errors can be categorized as errors related to vocabulary comprehension, where students are unable to capture the meaning of words used in a particular context. They asserted that vocabulary comprehension is a crucial foundation in the reading process, as without adequate understanding of vocabulary, students will struggle to capture the overall meaning of the text. They also point out that these errors


can be systematic, where certain patterns of errors emerge among students who have similar educational and linguistic backgrounds.
2.1.2 The Importance of Literacy in Education

Rupley, Blair & Nichols (2017) Literacy is a basic skill that is very important in education, especially in the context of English language learning. The importance of literacy in education can be seen from various aspects, which include students' cognitive, social and emotional development. Here are some points that explain the importance of literacy in education:
1. Foundation for Academic Learning: Literacy is the foundation for all forms of learning. The ability to read and comprehend text is essential for accessing information across various disciplines. Students who have good literacy skills can follow lessons more effectively and understand the material taught in class.
Development of Critical Thinking Skills: Literacy involves not only the ability to read, but also the ability to analyze and evaluate information. Literate students are able to think critically, make inferences and draw conclusions from the texts they read. This is crucial in a world full of information and diverse opinions.
2. Preparation for Daily Life: Literacy is also important for everyday life.

The ability to read and understand information, such as instructions, forms and official documents, is indispensable in a variety of situations. Literate students are better prepared to face challenges in society and can participate actively in social and economic life.


3. Increases self-confidence and motivation: Students who have good literacy skills tend to be more confident in their ability to learn and communicate. This confidence can increase students' motivation to learn more and explore different sources of information.
4. Support for Lifelong Learning: Literacy is a necessary skill for lifelong learning. In an ever-changing world, the ability to continuously learn and adapt to new information is essential. Students who are skilled in literacy will be better able to develop new skills and keep up with developments in academic and professional fields.
5. Social and Emotional Development: Literacy also contributes to students' social and emotional development. Through reading, students can understand different perspectives and experiences, which can improve their empathy and social skills. This is important for building healthy relationships and contributing to an inclusive society
Afflerbach (2016) Afflerbach highlights that literacy also plays an important role in the development of critical thinking skills. He argues that good literacy enables students to analyze information, evaluate arguments and make evidence-based decisions. In an educational context, this means that students not only learn to read and write, but also to think critically about the information they receive. These skills are essential to prepare students for challenges in a complex and rapidly changing world.
Baker and Brown (2016) They emphasize that literacy is a skill that should be taught explicitly in an educational context. They argue that students need to


be trained in metacognitive strategies that help them understand and recall information from texts. By developing these skills, students will not only be better at reading, but will also be better equipped to deal with academic and everyday life challenges. Baker and Brown point out that strong literacy can increase students' confidence and motivation to learn.
2.1.3 Literacy Components: Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening

Harmer, J. (2015) states reading, writing, speaking, and listening are complementary skills in language acquisition. Understanding how these skills are integrated can help individuals improve their overall language ability. Holistic and integrated learning will be more effective in developing language skills.
According to Nation and Newton (2009) these four skills do not stand alone they support each other in the context of communication. For example, reading can help one write better, and listening can improve speaking. In learning situations, practicing all four skills together, such as in group discussions or presentations, can strengthen language comprehension and use. For example, students who listen and read about a particular topic will be better able to speak and write about it. Listening to feedback from others after speaking or writing can help individuals improve their skills.
Thornbury (2017) recommends that activities such as reading a text before writing or listening to a discussion before speaking on the same topic


can strengthen language skills. These strategies allow students to understand the content first before producing language.
2.2 Reading Comprehension

2.2.1 Literacy Function of Reading Comprehension

Reading comprehension in literacy has several important aspects that can be described as follows:
1. Building Understanding

Kintsch, W. (2013) states reading serves as the primary tool for building understanding of texts. Students who are able to read well can understand the information conveyed, draw conclusions, and interpret the author's intent. Good comprehension is necessary to answer questions and complete academic assignments.
2. Developing Vocabulary:

Stahl, S. A., & Nagy, W. E. (2020) states the process of frequent reading helps students enrich their vocabulary. By being exposed to a variety of texts, students learn new word meanings and the context in which they are used. A broad vocabulary is essential for improving reading comprehension skills.
2.2.2 Reading Comprehension Process

According to Grabe, W., & Stoller, F. L. (2019) the reading comprehension process is the cognitive steps that readers take to interpret and understand the text they read. In the context of English language learning, this process is crucial to developing students' literacy skills. Here are the main stages in the reading comprehension process:


1. Decoding: The initial stage where the reader recognizes the words in the text. Good decoding skills enable students to read fluently and understand the basic meaning of words.
2. Sentence Comprehension: At this stage, the reader begins to understand the sentence structure and the relationship between words. This understanding is important to get the meaning of the sentence as a whole.
3. Text Comprehension: Readers analyze and understand the content of the text, including the main idea and supporting information. In this stage, students should be able to identify main themes and important details.
4. Inference: Readers draw conclusions and make inferences based on information that is not explicitly stated in the text. This ability is essential for understanding context and deeper meaning.
5. Analysis and Evaluation: Readers examine and evaluate arguments or information in the text, identify biases, and consider the accuracy and relevance of information.
6. Reflection and Metacognition: Students reflect on their understanding of the text and the strategies used while reading. Metacognition helps students to realize their strengths and weaknesses in reading comprehension.


2.2.3 Factors Affecting Literacy Reading Comprehension

Cunningham, A. E., & Stanovich, K. E. (2020) Reading comprehension is a complex skill and is influenced by various factors. In the context of the research on students' literacy errors at SMPN 34 Medan, some of the factors that can affect students' reading comprehension include:
1. Cognitive Ability

Students' cognitive abilities, including memory, attention, and critical thinking skills, greatly influence reading comprehension. Students who have good cognitive abilities tend to be able to comprehend and analyze texts more effectively.
2. Vocabulary Mastery

A broad vocabulary allows students to understand the meaning of words in different contexts. Students who have limited vocabulary often have difficulty in understanding more complex texts.
3. Previous Reading Experience

Rich reading experiences can improve reading comprehension skills. Students who frequently read different types of texts tend to be more skilled at comprehending new texts because they have developed effective reading strategies.
4. Motivation and Interest

Intrinsic motivation and interest in the reading material also play an important role. Students who are interested in a particular topic are more likely to make an effort to understand the text and engage in the reading process.


5. Reading Strategies

Appropriate use of reading strategies, such as making predictions, note- taking, and summarizing, can help students in comprehending texts. Students who do not use these strategies may have difficulty in remembering and understanding the information read.
6. Environmental Factors

A supportive learning environment, including support from teachers and peers, can improve reading comprehension. A positive and conducive environment for learning can motivate students to be more active in reading.
7. Metacognitive Skills

Students' ability to realize and control their own thought processes (metacognition) also affects reading comprehension. Students who can evaluate their comprehension and adjust their reading strategies tend to be more successful in understanding texts.
2.3 Mistakes in Literacy
2.3.1 Literacy Errors in Reading Comprehension
1. Students Can't Read Reading Comprehension Text
Sarika, S. (2021) states any students have limited English vocabulary, which hinders their ability to understand texts. The inability to recognize and understand key words in the text can lead to difficulties in capturing the overall meaning. Students learning English as a second language are often affected by the structure and vocabulary of their first language. This can lead to errors in comprehension and interpretation of English texts.




2. Main Idea

Koda, K. (2016) states Literacy Error Analysis: This study aims to analyze the types of literacy errors made by students in reading comprehension of English texts. The main focus is to identify frequent errors, such as errors in understanding word meanings, errors in interpreting information, and errors in answering text-related questions.
Factors Causing Errors: The research will also explore the factors that cause literacy errors, including limited vocabulary, lack of understanding of text structure, and lack of use of effective reading strategies.
Impact of Literacy Errors: The study will assess the impact of literacy errors on students' overall reading ability and how this affects their academic performance in English subjects.
Recommendations for Learning Improvement: Based on the results of the analysis, this study will provide recommendations for the development of teaching methods and learning strategies that can help students overcome literacy errors and improve their reading skills.
2.3.2 Causes of Literacy Errors Students in Reading Comprehension

Literacy errors in students, especially in the context of reading comprehension, can be caused by various factors. Here are some of the main causes that can affect students' literacy skills at SMPN 34 Medan


Student Factors: Reardon, S. F., & Galindo, C. (2021) states Low Reading Interest: Students who do not have a high interest in reading are less likely to practice reading, which impacts their reading comprehension skills.
Inadequate Basic Skills: Basic skills in reading, such as decoding and vocabulary acquisition, are essential. Students who do not have a strong foundation in these skills will have difficulty in understanding more complex texts.

Huang, J., & Lee, C. (2018) states Family Socio-Economic Conditions: A less supportive family environment, such as lack of access to books or learning resources, can affect students' literacy skills.
1. School Factors

Baumann, C. C., & Duffy-Hester, A. M. (2018) states Limited Facilities and Learning Resources: Schools that do not have adequate facilities, such as a well- stocked library or varied reading materials, can hinder students' literacy development.
Guthrie, J. T., & Wigfield, A. (2019) states Ineffective Teaching Methods: The use of teaching methods that are uninteresting or inappropriate to students' needs can reduce their motivation and understanding of the material being taught.
2. Influence of Technology

Rosen, L. D. (2019) states use of Gadgets and social media: Excessive use of gadgets and social media can distract students from more productive reading activities, thus reducing the time spent reading books or useful texts.
3. Environmental Factors


Alvord, M., & Brown, L. (2020) states Support from the Learning Environment: An unsupportive environment, both at home and at school, can affect students' motivation and ability to learn to read. Support from teachers and peers is essential for improving literacy skills
2.4 Reading Instruction Methods

2.4.1 Kinds of Errors

1. Inference Errors

Errors in inferring information that is not explicitly stated. Example:
Inferring that the character in the story is happy, when the context shows that he is disappointed.
2. Vocabulary Errors

Errors in understanding vocabulary or phrases in the context of the text. Example:
Misinterpreting the meaning of a key word that changes the meaning of the sentence as a whole.
3. Referencing Errors
Errors in interpreting pronouns or references in sentences. Example:
Not knowing who is meant by “he,” “they,” or “this.”






2.4.2 The Difference Between Errors and Mistakes in Reading Comprehension
1. Errors

Errors are systematic deviations that occur due to a lack of knowledge or

incomplete understanding of a language rule or concept. In reading comprehension, errors suggest that the student has not yet acquired the correct strategy, structure, or vocabulary to understand the text properly. Errors tend to be consistent and repeatable over time, indicating a deeper issue in language competence.
For example, if a student repeatedly misidentifies the main idea of a paragraph or misunderstands inferential questions, it shows that the student has not yet developed the necessary comprehension skills. Such errors are not caused by carelessness but by a gap in knowledge or literacy ability.
2. Mistakes
On the other hand, mistakes are unsystematic and often occur due to momentary lapses such as fatigue, lack of concentration, or pressure during testing situations. A mistake does not reflect a lack of understanding, but rather a temporary failure in the performance of an otherwise known skill.
For instance, a student who normally comprehends texts well might misread a question or choose the wrong answer due to distraction or nervousness. If the same test were taken again in a more relaxed situation, the student might perform correctly. Thus, mistakes are performance-related rather than competence-related.


2.4.2 Effective Teaching Methods to Improve Reading Comprehension

Improving students' reading comprehension requires a structured and diverse approach. Here are some effective teaching methods that can be implemented at SMPN 34 Medan to improve students' reading comprehension skills
1. Reading Strategy-Based Teaching

Meliza, M., Suryani, S., & Suryadi, D. (2023) states teaching students various reading strategies, such as making predictions, summarizing, and note-taking, can help them understand texts better. These strategies allow students to actively engage in the reading process and improve their analytical skills.
2. Cooperative Learning Model

Rahmah, A., & Kusumawardani, S. (2018) states cooperative learning, where students work in groups to discuss and analyze texts, can improve reading comprehension. Group discussions allow students to share their understanding and perspectives, which can deepen their understanding of the material.
3. Use of Relevant and Interesting Texts
Iriani, S. (2017) states choosing texts that match students' interests and ability levels can increase their motivation to read. Relevant and interesting texts will make students more engaged and more likely to understand the content.
2.4.3 The Teacher's Role in Teaching Reading

Safitri and Dafit (2021) emphasize that teachers play a role as mentors in helping students find appropriate reading books, facilitators who provide services to facilitate the learning process, and motivators who encourage students to learn. At SMPN 34 Medan, teachers can contribute in various ways to help students


overcome literacy errors. Here are some of the main roles of teachers in reading instruction
1. Providing a Good Reading Model

Teachers should model good reading. By demonstrating how to read correctly and expressively, teachers can motivate students to follow the example and develop their interest in reading.
2. Teaching Reading Strategies

Teachers are responsible for teaching various reading strategies, such as predicting, summarizing, and making inferences. By providing training in these strategies, teachers help students become more active and critical readers.
3. Creating a Supportive Learning Environment

A positive and supportive learning environment is essential for literacy development. Teachers can create a safe and comfortable atmosphere where students feel free to discuss and ask questions about the texts they read.
2.4.4 Applicable Learning Strategies
According to Pressley (2017) to improve students' reading comprehension skills at SMPN 34 Medan, some learning strategies that can be implemented include:
1. Interesting Text-Based Reading Practice

Choosing texts that are relevant and interesting to students can increase their motivation to read. Texts that match students' interests will keep them more engaged and more likely to understand the content.
2. Use of Reading Comprehension Strategies


Teaching students various reading comprehension strategies, such as summarizing, questioning, and drawing conclusions, can help them become more active and critical readers.
3. Evaluation and Constructive Feedback

Providing constructive feedback after evaluating students' reading comprehension is very important. This feedback can help students understand their mistakes and provide direction for future improvement.
2.5 Framework of Thought

2.5.1 Related Research

Previous research was conducted as an effort to compare and find new inspiration for further research. The following are some of the findings of previous research related and relevant to the research that the researcher will conduct.
The first research was conducted by Aulia Shefa Salsa, et al (2024) with the title “Analysis of Reading Comprehension Ability of Third Grade Students through Problem Based Learning (PBL) Model”. This study aims to analyze the reading comprehension skills of third grade students of SDN Gayamsari 01 Semarang through the Problem Based Learning (PBL) model and what factors support and hinder students' reading comprehension skills. This type of research is qualitative research. The subjects in this study were third grade students and third grade teachers of SDN Gayamsari 01 Semarang. Data collection techniques were conducted using observation, interview and documentation. The results showed that most of the third grade students of SDN Gayamsari 01 Semarang had good reading comprehension skills, reading comprehension through the Problem Based Learning


(PBL) model was able to support students to build their own knowledge through direct experience with the group in understanding the content of reading. The author makes this research as a reference because in this research there are similarities in writing the author's thesis such as methods and methods of data collection.
The second research was conducted by Sahmal J.A., et al (2022) with the title “Students' Reading Comprehension in Reading English Textbooks”. This study used qualitative methods with descriptive statistical analysis. The research sample consisted of 30 students. The results showed that the reading comprehension score in reading English textbooks fell into the poor category with an average of (24.63). The highest score of students' reading comprehension is poor (53) and the lowest score is also poor (7). The author makes this research as a reference because in this research it is the same to find out students' reading comprehension in reading English textbooks.
The third study was conducted by Fahira Zahra, Ashari P Swondo (2023) with the title "An Error Analysis of Student's Reading Ability on News Item Text". This study was conducted at SMA Swasta Imelda Medan on grade XII students in the 2023/2024 academic year. This study was conducted using a qualitative method that used transcript instruments from students' reading results on news texts. Then from the results of the transcripts read by the students, the researcher examined them to find out what errors often appear in students' reading, especially in news texts. The results of this study indicate that errors in students' reading include substitutions, additions, omissions, repetitions, reversals and unknown words. The author uses this study as a reference because this journal is closely related to the


title of my thesis because they both discuss the analysis of errors in students' reading abilities.
2.5.2 Model Used in this Research

In this study, there are several models that can be used to analyze students' literacy errors and reading comprehension skills including:
1. Cooperative Learning Model

This model emphasizes cooperation between students in groups to discuss and analyze texts. In this way, students can help each other understand the text and identify possible errors.
2. Reading Strategy-Based Learning Model

This model focuses on teaching various reading strategies, such as summarizing, questioning, and drawing conclusions. By teaching these strategies, students are expected to improve their reading comprehension skills and reduce literacy errors.
3. Formative Evaluation Model
This model involves continuous assessment of students' understanding throughout the learning process. By providing constructive feedback, teachers can help students understand their mistakes and provide directions for improvement.
