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CHAPTER V
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS

5.1 Conclusion
This research was conducted to explore the English literacy errors encountered by eighth-grade students at SMPN 34 Medan in comprehending a narrative text. The research employed a descriptive qualitative approach to analyze students’ written responses to a reading comprehension test based on the narrative “The Little One and the Rain.” The objective was to identify the types of literacy errors that hindered students' understanding. The findings revealed three main categories of English literacy errors: inference errors, vocabulary errors, and referencing errors. Referencing errors emerged as the most dominant, found in 40% of the students’ responses, indicating difficulties in using pronouns and maintaining textual cohesion. Inference and vocabulary errors each accounted for 30% of the total responses, suggesting that students also struggled to interpret implied meanings and to select appropriate vocabulary within context.

These results indicated that while students generally demonstrated basic literal comprehension, they faced substantial challenges in higher-order reading skills, such as drawing inferences, choosing contextually appropriate words, and using cohesive devices effectively. These difficulties reflected a gap between what students were expected to achieve in reading comprehension and their actual performance. The research concluded that more emphasis needed to be placed on teaching strategies that developed students’ inferential thinking, expanded their vocabulary knowledge, and reinforced their understanding of cohesion through the
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correct use of referencing. Strengthening these areas was essential to improving students’ overall literacy and reading comprehension in English.

5.2 Suggestion
Based on the findings of this study, the following suggestions are offered:

1. For English Teachers: Teachers should provide explicit instruction and practice in making inferences, using appropriate vocabulary, and applying cohesive devices correctly. Activities such as guided reading, text-based discussions, and vocabulary reinforcement exercises can help students build stronger literacy skills.
2. For Students: Students are encouraged to actively engage in reading various English texts and reflect on the meaning beyond the literal level. They should also make efforts to expand their vocabulary and pay attention to clarity when writing answers, especially regarding pronoun use and sentence cohesion.
3. For Future Researchers: Further studies may explore literacy errors in different types of texts (e.g., expository, descriptive) or involve larger and more diverse student populations. In addition, researchers could consider investigating the effectiveness of specific teaching strategies in reducing literacy errors.
By addressing these areas, it is hoped that students’ reading comprehension and overall English literacy skills will improve, especially in understanding and interpreting narrative texts.
