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[bookmark: _GoBack]CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background of the Problem
There are four language skills must be simultaneously achieved by the students in learninga language in English namely listening, speaking, reading and writing. The four language skills are useful for the students whether they are testing foreign language abilities or other skills, especially on students’ writing proficiency in order to measure their knowledge. It is wrong to say that writing is a waste of time. Actually, writing is a good way in developing ideas, but most of the students are still difficult to express their ideas in writing.
	It is an important tool. The students in write throughout their life. The students use it to express their feeling and writing  to communicate with others and also to help remembering the facts and details. It is the expression of language in the form of letters, symbol and word. Writing has always formed part of the syllabus in teaching English. It is used for a wide variety of purpose and it is produced in many different forms.
	However, most of the students still face some problems in learning English. They think that English is very difficult to be learnt and understood. These problems have to be solved to make teaching learning process successful. As we know, there are four skills that must be learnt in studying English; listening, speaking, reading, and writing. The researcher made an interview to the teacher, from the result of the interview to the second grade of SMP BinaBersaudara Medan in academic year 2018-2019 have problem in writing. The students are lack in vocabulary and must open a dictionary to find the meaning of the word and grammar in making greeting card.
	SMP BinaBersaudara Medan is one of school that exist in Medan. One of subject that has been taught at SMP BinaBersaudara Medan is writing in English language. The subject is taught from the first semester from the seventh class until the ninth class. The subject is intended to guide the students in writing English so that they can write many kinds of writing of least writing a Greeting card. SMP BinaBersaudara Medan has many activities in the classroom. There are; write greeting card for someone, speech presentation, write a narrative text, ect. Where English writing a greeting card is one of the topic as a matter of fact, it is found some students of SMP BinaBersaudara Medan are not able to write a greeting card well. It is stated based on the writer experience when she studied writing subject. 
	The students frequently need more time to think than to do oral activities. They can think something which they have known in their minds and find out the dificult words in the dictionary or other references. It encourages the students to focus on accurate language used. The students do not write to become better writers, but they are writing to help them to learn better. Without grammar very little can be conveyed, without vocabulary nothing can be conveyed. It means that even someone has good grammar but it will be useless if they do not know many vocabularies and student will get difficult to write greeting card, 
	One of technique that the teacher can use in teaching writing is using  greeting card. it can fulfill the requirements in training the students to produce easy writing. Greeting card can help teacher in teaching writing. Beause, greting card is an illustrated piece of card or high quality paper featuring an expressin of friendship or other sentiment.  As we know that most of the students in Indonesia always say happy birthday, congratulation, happy mother’s day to their special person to express their feeling. 
	Basically, through greeting card the students  can try to produce their feeling by congratulation on first winner or saying happy birthday to friendship and ect. It mean the greeting card are good in teaching  materials to practice writing and stimulate students to come up with  many effectives and enjoyable activities. 
	But Students who do not like it will say that writing is difficult because some of the students lack of vocabulary. So they can not express their idea in writing. Students who can write a greeting card will compline when the researcher asks to make a greeting card. And student who like writing greeting card will never compline because the students who don’t lack of vocabulary will be easy to write the greeting card.
	Furthermore, there are more several advantages of using Greeting card. Greeting card is fun to make because students can express their feeling and their creation is like taking photo or make the paper more colorful by pecil color. The teacher can also prepare them at home in this case we can make them more attractive and colorful. Then, students will more interest toword learn English, especially in writing.
	Based on the problem above, the researcher improve the students’ writing ability by using greeting card.

1.2 Identification of the problem 
Based on explanation above, the researcher identified the problem of this research  as:
1. Students’ are unsuccessful in their  study especially in writingability because they lack of vocabulary.
2)  The method used in teaching writing is not interesting.

1.3 Limitation of the Problem
	There are many kind of genre in writing one of them is short functional text. The research is focusing on using Greeting Card as a media in writing for the second year students of junior high school writing in using short functional text.

1.4 Formulation of the Problem 
	Based on the background above, the researcher formulated the problem as follow: “ Is the use of Greeting card able toimprove the students’ ability in writing short functional text?

1.5 Objective of the Research 
	Based on the formulation of the problem above, the objectives of this research is to investigate the use of Greeting card to improve the students’ ability in writing.



1.6 Significance of the Research 
	The result of the research is expected to be useful information to the teacher, the students and the school. 
1. For teacher it will be used as a measuement to see their students ability especially in writing short functional text. 
1. For students, this research is also expected that it can motivate them to write short functional text. So that, they will be able to perform writing better. 
1. For school. The result of the research can be used to see the students’ achievement in English in order to make the next better decision. 
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