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INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of Research
Language is the most important thing in society. Language is a system of sound symbols used to communicate, cooperate, interact and identify oneself. Language is the main means for humans to convey meaning either orally, in writing, or through signs. According to Kridalaksana (in Istiqomah & Nugraha, 2018), language is described as a system of sound symbols used by members of a community to cooperate, interact, and express their identity. This view is in line with Chaer (2011:1, in Aisha & Noviadi, 2018), who states that language is an arbitrary system of sound symbols used by a community to cooperate, communicate, and identify themselves. Meanwhile, Noermanzah (2017:2, in Mailani et.al, 2022), explains that language is a message commonly conveyed through expressions, serving as a tool for communication in various specific activities. Based on the views of Kridalaksana, Chaer, and Noermanzah, it can be concluded that language is a system of sound symbols primarily used for communication in society. Kridalaksana and Chaer highlight its role in cooperation, interaction, and identity within social groups, while Noermanzah emphasizes its function as a medium for expressing thoughts and emotions in various activities.



Thus, language not only serves as a means of communication but also plays a crucial role in shaping identity and facilitating social expression in everyday life. It allows individuals to convey their thoughts, emotions, and cultural values, 
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fostering connections within a community. If language functions as a structured system for communication and expression in society, then linguistics emerges as the academic discipline dedicated to exploring its complexities. Linguistics examines how language is formed, develops over time, and operates within different social and cultural contexts, providing a deeper understanding of its structure, function, and usage in human interaction.
Linguistics is a science that studies language scientifically. Linguistics not only studies language as a means of communication, but also examines its structure, function, use, and development systematically and objectively. According to Chaer (2007) the term linguistics comes from the Latin word lingua which means “language’’. In French, it evolved into langue or langage, while in English, it corresponds to language, and in Arabic, it is known as lughah. Linguistics is defined as a science that makes language the object of its study. Meanwhile, according to Kridalaksana (2000) linguistics is a discipline that studies language or studies language scientifically. Based on the perspectives of the two experts mentioned above, it can be concluded that linguistics is a scientific discipline dedicated to the study of language in human life. It not only examines language as a system of communication but also explores its structure, function, usage, and evolution in a systematic and objective manner. Linguistics plays a crucial role in understanding how language influences human interaction, cognition, and culture, making it an essential field of study in various academic and professional domains.
By understanding linguistics as a science that studies language, this discussion can be continued to a broader discussion, namely semiotics. Semiotics is the science that studies signs. According to Ferdinand de Saussure (1983) semiotics comes from the Greek semeion which means sign. Semiotics is the science that studies signs in social life, how signs function, and how signs can produce meaning. He calls semiotics a part of linguistics and emphasizes that signs consist of two main elements, namely the signifier and the signified, which unite to form meaning. Signifiers are the physical form of signs, which can be sounds, images, words, or symbols. Meanwhile, signifieds are concepts, ideas, or meanings related to the signifier. 
Semiotics was first developed to analyze sign systems. In this context, the understanding of semiotics refers to existing theories, one of which is the theory of the father of modern semiotics chosen in the analysis of this study, namely the semiotic theory of Ferdinand de Saussure. Ferdinand de Saussure (in Jannah, 2019), as the father of modern semiotics he divided signs consisting of signifiers and signifieds based on a convention called signification. The understanding of semiotics is also supported by Umberto Eco's opinion. According to Umberto Eco (in Volli, 2021), semiotics is the study of all forms of communication and sign systems. It asserts that semiotics encompasses more than just language, including visual symbols and social behavior, offering a comprehensive understanding of how humans communicate and interpret the world.
Based on the opinions of Umberto Eco and Ferdinand de Saussure in the previous paragraph, it can be concluded that semiotics is a science that studies signs and the meanings contained in them. However, Saussure emphasized the analysis of the relationship between sign form (signifier) and meaning (signified), especially in language. Meanwhile, Eco expanded this concept to include various other forms of signs, such as visual and social behavior, which describe communication in a broader context. Simply put, both show that signs help humans understand and convey meaning in various aspects of life.
In line with the understanding of semiotics as the study of signs and meanings, literary works can be viewed as a complex sign system. In literary works, every word, symbol, and narrative structure acts as a sign that carries meaning, either directly or implicitly. This shows that semiotics is not only relevant to language, but also to understanding the various layers of meaning in literary texts. According to Plato (in Ayuningtyas, 2019), the world in literary works is an imitation of the real world, which also contains a world of ideas. He stated that literary works form a social world that is a reflection of reality. On the other hand, Fananie (2002:193, in Isminarti, 2010) argues that literary works can be considered as symptoms and results of society, where what is seen in the work reflects a dynamic social entity, including patterns, structures, functions, and socio-cultural activities and conditions that are the background of the life of society at the time the literary work was created.
From these two opinions, it can be concluded that literary works function as reflections and imitations of world and social reality. Literary works create a world that reflects ideas and social conditions, as well as the dynamics of society at the time of its creation. Thus, literary works can be understood not only as expressions of imagination, but also as reflections of social and cultural life. Through a semiotic approach, we can trace how the structures and elements in literary works reveal hidden messages and build a deeper understanding of the experiences and values ​​they embody. Therefore, semiotic analysis of literary works opens up new insights into how literature conveys the complexity of meaning and a broader understanding of human life. One of the literary works is poetry
Poetry is a form of literary work that expresses feelings, thoughts, and experiences through aesthetic word choices and often has strong rhythm, rhyme, and imagery. Poetry is usually written in stanza form and often utilizes symbolism, metaphors, and other language tools to convey deep or complex meanings. According to Sumardi (in Lafamane, 2020), poetry is a work of art that uses language in a concise manner, with a harmonious rhythm and metaphorical and imaginative word choice. Sumardi's opinion is further strengthened by Emily Dickson's view. According to Dickson (in Diehl, 2005), poetry is a structured form of language, not only as a means of expressing ideas, but also as a deep emotional experience. Based on the two expert opinions above, it can be concluded that poetry is a work of art that combines aesthetic and emotional elements. According to Sumardi, poetry uses language in a dense and imaginative manner, with a harmonious rhythm and metaphorical word choices that enrich the meaning. Meanwhile, according to Emily Dickinson, poetry not only functions as a means to express ideas, but also as a medium to convey deep emotional experiences. Thus, poetry can be understood as an art form that combines the beauty of language with depth of feeling, creating a unique aesthetic experience for its readers.
Poetry as a form of literary work, contains denser and more intense elements of signs, which allow for a deeper exploration of meaning. Each stanza and choice of words in a poem functions as a sign that expresses emotional experiences and abstract ideas, thus requiring the reader to interpret the meaning behind the symbols presented. In the context of Rupi Kaur's Milk and Honey, a semiotic approach is very relevant to analyze how this poem not only reflects social reality, but also presents layers of meaning related to cultural and emotional contexts. Thus, Kaur's poetry becomes a means of understanding complex human experiences, where each element contributes to the overall meaning, while creating space for the reader to feel and reflect on the broader reality depicted in it. Semiotic analysis of Rupi Kaur's poetry not only enriches our understanding of the text, but also raises awareness of how language and literary forms interact to convey deep and multidimensional meanings.
Milk and Honey is a collection of poems written by Rupi Kaur, a Canadian poet, author, and illustrator known for her simple yet profound writing style. It was first published in 2014 and quickly gained widespread attention from readers around the world. Rupi Kaur’s Milk and Honey is a collection of poems divided into four sections: "the hurting," "the loving," "the breaking," and "the healing." Each section explores different stages of pain, love, loss, and recovery, tracing the poet's journey through experiences of trauma, self-discovery, and empowerment. Through raw, minimalist verse and evocative imagery, Kaur addresses themes like abuse, femininity, heartbreak, and resilience, offering a powerful narrative of growth. The poems emphasize the importance of self-love, healing, and finding strength amidst suffering, making the collection both deeply personal and universally relatable. Apart from that, what is characteristic of Rupi Kaur's poems is that there are ilustration in each poem, which function to clarify the meaning of each poem.
Based on the explanation above, the researcher is interested in taking the research title "A Semiotic Analysis of the Selected Poem in Rupi Kaur's Milk and Honey."

1.2 Identification of Problems
There are so many problem that researcher found in the poetry, therefore : 
1. There is a battle of interpretation between the literal meaning and the connotative meaning of the visual and linguistic signs in the poems that affects the way readers understand the overall message of the poems;
2. The use of simple language but has a deep meaning, sometimes makes it difficult for readers to understand and identify the emotions expressed in the poems;
3. The difficulty for readers to identify the semiotic signs that describe the content of each poems.

1.3 Limitation of Problem
Based on various problems found in Rupi Kaur's poetry collection in the book Milk and Honey, this study is limited to an analysis of the signifiers and signifieds contained in ten selected poems, as well as the messages conveyed through the collaboration between the two. The ten poems analyzed in this study were selected based on the relevance of their meaning and visual symbolic power, namely: Poem 1 (to fathers with daughters), Poem 2 (the art of being empty), Poem 3, Poem 4 (the perfect date), Poem 5, Poem 6, Poem 7, Poem 8, Poem 9, and Poem 10 (women of color).
1.4 Problems of Research
Problem of research are :
1. What are the signifiers and the signifieds found in ten selected poems from Milk and Honey by Rupi Kaur?
2. How does the relationship between the signifier and the signified convey messages in the selected poems from Milk and Honey by Rupi Kaur?

1.5 Objectives of Research
Objectives of the research to analyze :
1. To identify the signifiers and the signifieds found in ten selected poems from Milk and Honey by Rupi Kaur.
2. To explain how the relationship between the signifier and the signified conveys messages in the selected poems from Milk and Honey by Rupi Kaur.

1.6 Significance of Research
Significant of research are : 
1. This research is useful for oneself to find out the implied message contained in the collection of poems Milk and Honey by Rupi Kaur through a semiotic approach;
2. This research is useful for further researchers to better understand semiotic symbols and signs and to know how semiotic symbols and signs form meaning and messages in a poem.
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