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1.1 Semiotic
Semiotics is the study of signs. In the study of semiotics, social phenomena in society and culture are considered as a collection of signs. Semiotics studies the systems, rules, and conventions that allow these signs to have meaning. Etymologically, semiotics comes from the Greek word simeon which means "sign". Terminologically, semiotics can be defined as the study of a wide range of objects, events throughout culture as signs, how signs can function to produce meaning. Signs can be interpreted as something that is seen or observed can be considered a sign, so signs are not limited to objects or images. Certain events or habits can also be categorized as a sign. 



However, signs and semiotic signs are two different things. Signs are used to convey information, warnings, or directions in everyday communication, such as a red traffic light meaning stop. In contrast, semiotic signs are analyzed within semiotic theory to convey meaning through the relationship between the signifier (the physical form, such as images or words) and the signified (the concept or idea represented). For example, an image of green nature not only indicates "natural beauty" but also symbolizes "sustainability" or "environmental awareness". Signs focus on practical functions in communication, while semiotic signs explore the deeper relationship between form and meaning within cultural, social, and ideological contexts. All semiotic signs are signs, but not all signs are semiotic signs. 
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A key aspect of semiotic signs is the symbol, which relies on a conventional relationship between the signifier and the signified. Unlike other signs that have a direct connection to their meaning, symbols derive their meaning from cultural or social agreements, such as the dove being understood as a symbol of "peace" due to cultural conventions, not because of the bird's inherent qualities. Therefore, it can be concluded that semiotic signs convey meaning through sign systems that are accepted and understood in a particular social and cultural context.
Further understanding of semiotics is supported by several expert opinions. According to Ferdinand de Saussure (in Jannah, 2019), semiotic signs are divided into two, namely signifiers and signifieds based on a convention called signification. Signifiers are the physical form of signs, which can be sounds, images, words, or symbols. Meanwhile, signifieds are concepts, ideas, or meanings related to the signifier. This is also in line with Lechte's opinion (in, Ramdani 2016) semiotics can be understood as a theory that studies signs and the relationship between the signifier (what refers to) and the signified (what is referred to). Understanding semiotics is also supported by Umberto Eco's opinion. According to Umberto Eco (in, Volli, 2021), semiotics is a discipline that studies various forms of communication and sign systems. This theory argues that semiotics is not only limited to language, but also includes visual signs and social behavior, thus providing a broader understanding of how humans communicate and interpret the world. 
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According to Charles Sanders Peirce (in Sanchez-Ovcharov & Suarez, 2024), semiotics is the science that studies signs and the process of forming meaning from these signs. Peirce explains that signs consist of three main components: representamen (the physical form of the sign), object (something referred to by the sign) and interpretant (the meaning or understanding produced). These signs can be divided into three types, namely icons (which resemble their objects), indexes (which have a causal relationship with their objects), and symbols (whose meaning is determined by cultural agreement or convention). This is in line with Berger’s opinion (in Ramdani, 2016), semiotics studies everything that can be understood or expressed as a sign. Whereas, Riyadi (2018 dalam Atika, 2022), semiotics can be understood as a scientific discipline and analytical approach used to study the signs contained in an object, with the aim of understanding the meaning contained therein. 
Based on expert opinions, semiotics is the study of signs and how they form meaning. Saussure defines signs as signifiers (physical forms) and signifieds (concepts), linked through signification. Lechte examines their relationship, while Eco expands semiotics to all forms of communication. Peirce introduces a triadic model (representamen, object, and interpretant) and categorizes signs as icons, indexes, or symbols. Berger and Riyadi view semiotics as a scientific and analytical tool to uncover meaning in various contexts.
However, the theory used in this research is the theory of the father of semiotics Ferdinand de Saussure.  According to Saussure, signs are divided into two, namely signifiers and signifieds. Signifiers are the physical form of signs, which can be sounds, images, words, or symbols. Meanwhile, signifieds are concepts, ideas, or meanings related to the signifier. In his book Course in General Linguistics, Ferdinand de Saussure (1916) provides a concrete example of the concepts of signifier and signified. He explains that the word “tree” is a signifier, which refers to the sound pattern or the written form /t-r-ee/ that can be physically perceived. Meanwhile, the signified is the concept or mental image of a tree, such as a tall plant with a trunk, branches, and leaves. Saussure emphasized that the relationship between signifier and signified is arbitrary, meaning it is not natural but based on social convention within a language system. Therefore, meaning does not arise from one element alone, but from the interaction between the two.
In the context of this research, Saussure's concept is used to analyze how Rupi Kaur combines visual elements (illustrations) as markers with poetic texts as signifieds. For example, in one of Rupi Kaur's poems Milk and Honey below.
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	Signifiers
	Signifieds

	A kneeling male figure looking sad and in pain with an arrow stuck in his back.
	The ilustration of a man kneeling with an arrow in his back has the meaning of someone in a position of oppression and shows physical and emotional wounds. The kneeling body position reinforces the impression of helplessness, while the arrow symbolizes suffering or betrayal.



With a semiotic approach, it can be concluded that the images and texts in the poem above work together to show emotional and physical suffering, so that they have a meaning that shows the injustice and emotional stress experienced by someone.

1.2 Literary Works
According to Sugihastuti (2007:81-82, in Dewi, 2021), literary works are a means for writers to express their ideas and experiences. In addition, literary works can also reflect the author's perspective on various problems encountered around them. Whereas, according Endraswara (2011:78 dalam Dewi, 2021), literary works are expressions of human life that reflect social reality. Although fictional, literary works are built from real problems that are expressed creatively and imaginatively. 
 This is in line with Plato's opinion (in, Ayuningtyas, 2019), the world in literary works is a representation of the real world that also involves the world of ideas. Literary works are considered as a depiction of the social world that reflects reality. Based on the experts above, it can be concluded that literary works function as a medium for writers to convey ideas, experiences, and views on problems observed in their environment. Literary works describe human life that is inseparable from its social roots, reflecting reality and social phenomena in society. Although fictional, literary works are built on reality, as explained by Plato, who stated that the world in literary works is an imitation of the real world, including the world of ideas.

1.3 Poetry
Poetry is a form of literary work that is short, concise, and full of meaning, which comes from the poet's feelings, thoughts, and emotions, with the use of rich, creative, and imaginative language. (Suroto, 2001:40 in Avyliani, 2019). This is in line with Waluyo's opinion (in Avyliani, 2019), poetry is a form of literary work that uses short, concise, and regular language, with a harmonious rhythm and a choice of words rich in imaginative meaning. Meanwhile, according to Dunton (in Avyliani, 2019), poetry is an expression of human thought presented in a realistic and artistic way through language that is full of emotion and has rhythm. Based on the opinions above, it can be concluded that poetry is a literary work that is short, concise, and full of meaning. Poetry expresses the poet's feelings, thoughts, and imagination using creative, rich, and rhythmic language. Imaginative word choices and the presence of rhyme and rhythm elements allow poetry to convey emotions and ideas artistically and coherently.

2.4 Synopsis of Milk and Honey	
Milk and Honey is a collection of poems written by Rupi Kaur, a Canadian poet, author, and illustrator known for her simple yet profound writing style. It was first published in 2014 and quickly gained widespread attention from readers around the world. Milk and Honey consists of four main sections, each depicting a different theme: the hurting, the loving, the breaking, and the healing. In her poems, Kaur uses easy-to-understand language to express deeply personal and emotional experiences, especially related to feminism, violence, love, and identity.
 In addition, the illustrations that accompany the poems add a visual dimension that strengthens the message she wants to convey. With a very intimate and reflective approach, Kaur has succeeded in making Milk and Honey a work that not only touches the hearts of many people, but also opens up a space for dialogue about relevant issues in the lives of women and modern society. This book has been translated into various languages and is recognized as one of the best-selling poetry collections of the modern era, leaving a substantial mark on literature and pop culture. Additionally, a distinctive feature of Rupi Kaur's poetry is the inclusion of illustrations in each poem, which serve to enhance and clarify their meaning.

2.5 Previous Researches
In this research, the researcher found several previous studies relevant to the current research. The first article by Harfi (2020), entitled "Semiotic Analysis in the Poem Aku Ingin by Sapardi Djoko Damono" concluded that elements of signs and meanings are present in the poem. Harfi explained that the poem conveys sincere love and sacrifice, emphasizing that true love is proven not by words but through sacrifices made for the beloved. The difference between this study and the research to be conducted lies in the data used. If the previous study examined the poetry of Sapardi Djoko Damono, the research to be conducted uses the poetry of Rupi Kaur as the main data. 
The second article by Fadhila (2021), entitled "Semiotic Study of Poetry Dalam Doaku by Sapardi Djoko Damono". Fadhila as a researcher found 7 icons in the poem, such as closing eyes, accepting, when, always, perching, infiltrating, and investigating. Fadhila also found 9 indexes, including menjema, expanding clear, curved silent, floating calmly, bersitahan, secret, singing, loving you, and your salvation. Additionally, she discovered 9 symbols, such as dawn, first light, abstruse, sighing, magrib, nun, besijingkat, prayer, and my night. The difference between this study and the research to be conducted also lies in the research data, if the previous study used the poem Dalam Doaku by Sapardi Djoko Damono, then the research to be conducted focuses on the poem Milk and Honey by Rupi Kaur as the research data.
 The third article written by Saddiah (2021) entitled "A Structural Analysis of Rupi Kaur's selected Poems In The Sun And Her Flowers". Saddiah's research examined intrinsic elements like theme, figurative language, diction, symbolism, and imagery, while also considering extrinsic elements that provide contextual background for poetry. Her study used Rupi Kaur’s The Sun and Her Flowers with a structural analysis approach. In contrast, the current research focuses on Milk and Honey by Rupi Kaur, applying a semiotic analysis. 
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