[bookmark: _GoBack]THE MAIN CHARACTER’S STRUGGLE IN ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON’S KIDNAPPED

A THESIS

Submitted to the English Literature Study Program in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree of Literature

BY :

CAHAYA MUTIARA BR BARUS
Registration Number : 216114006

[image: ]

FACULTY OF LETTERS
UNIVERSITAS MUSLIM NUSANTARA AL WASHLIYAH
MEDAN



2025






[bookmark: _Toc202363155][image: C:\Users\OPERATOR\Pictures\2025-12-29\2025-12-29 09-39-54_0004.jpg]
v

ACKNOWLEDGMENT
              
                   

10. 	Hai orang-orang yang beriman, sukakah kamu aku tunjukkan suatu perniagaan yang dapat menyelamatkanmu dari azab yang pedih?
11. 	(yaitu) kamu beriman kepada Allah dan RasulNya dan berjihad di jalan Allah dengan harta dan jiwamu. Itulah yang lebih baik bagimu, jika kamu mengetahui.

First and foremost, the writer expresses deep gratitude to Allah SWT, the Lord of the Universe, for His endless mercy, guidance, and blessings that have made the completion of this thesis possible. Salutations and peace be upon the Prophet Muhammad SAW, the noble role model for all of humanity may we be among those who receive his intercession on the Day of Judgment. Throughout the journey of writing this thesis, the writer has been blessed with invaluable support, motivation, and assistance from many individuals. Therefore, with great humility and sincerity, I wishes to extend heartfelt thanks and appreciation to all who have contributed, whether directly or indirectly, to the completion of this thesis. They are:
1. Dr. H. Firmansyah, M.SI, the rector of Universitas Muslim Nusantara Al Washliyah.
2. Ayu Melati Ningsih, S.Pd., M.S., M.Pd, the dean of Faculty of Letters. Also served as my thesis advisor, whose invaluable guidance and support helped ease every difficulty the writer encountered throughout the process.
3. Diana Sopha, S.S., M.Hum, the deputy dean of Faculty of Letters.
[bookmark: _Hlk200424254]
[image: C:\Users\OPERATOR\Pictures\2025-12-30\2025-12-30 10-38-24_0005.jpg]
THE MAIN CHARACTER’S STRUGGLE OF ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON KIDNAPPED
CAHAYA MUTIARA BR BARUS
NPM. 216114006

[bookmark: _Toc202363156]ABSTRACT

This research analyzed the forms of struggle experienced by the main character in Robert Louis Stevenson’s novel, Kidnapped. Using qualitative content analysis with Badio's (2022) struggle theory approach, this research identified and classified the various types of struggle experienced by David Balfour. The results indicate 28 valid forms of struggle, divided into four main categories: (1) 7 heroic struggles, (2) 11 perseverance struggles, (3) 2 family-related struggles, and (4) 8 selfless struggles. An interesting finding is the absence of elements of nationalism-based struggle in the narrative. This research provided a new perspective on character development through life's challenges in classic literature.
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[bookmark: _Toc202363160]INTRODUCTION

[bookmark: _Toc202363161]1.1 Background of Research
Literary works are a form of human creativity that is expressed through interesting language, aims to describe experiences, imaginations, or ideas, and often conveys life messages. (Abrams, 2009) asserts that “Literary works are a form of art that uses language as its medium, characterized by imagination, creativity, and aesthetic value that aims to provide a meaningful experience for the reader”. Meanwhile, In the view of (Rahman, 2022), Literary works are a form of human thought that can create a sense of beauty for those who read or feel it.
From these perspectives, it can be concluded that literary works are the result of the author's imagination, experience, and thoughts that are born from their interactions with the life of society, while also describing thought patterns, behavior, values, and various social aspects around them. In addition, literary works also have an aesthetic function, namely being able to present beauty through the use of interesting language and providing a deep experience that touches the emotions and minds of the readers. Sundari concluded that literary works are a reflection of the author's life and knowledge of the society around him. Meanwhile, Rahman explained that literary works are a form of human thought that can present beauty to readers. As one form of literary work, novels are one of the media used by authors to express their imagination, experiences, and thoughts through long and 
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complex stories.
A novel is a literary work in prose that is usually long and complex. As (Iriany, 2020) posits, a novel as an imaginative work expresses deep aspects of humanity and subtly presents them. Meanwhile, In the view of (Pulungan, 2022) a novel usually tells about human life in interacting with the environment and others.
From these perspectives, it can be concluded that a novel is an imaginative literary work that expresses aspects of humanity in depth, while also depicting human life in the context of interactions with the environment and others. Iriany concluded that novels function to present a deep understanding of human nature, as well as provide a subtle picture of the feelings, thoughts, and inner conflicts of the characters. Meanwhile, Pulungan explained that novels often tell about human life interacting with other people and the surrounding environment, and describe the social and emotional dynamics that occur in everyday life. Novels often describe the life journeys of their characters which are full of challenges, reflecting the struggle or struggle in facing various conflicts, both internal and external.
Struggle is a hard effort made by someone to overcome difficulties or challenges in life, be it personal problems or problems that come from outside. In the story, usually, the characters will struggle to face the obstacles they face. According to (Iriany, 2020), the aspect of struggle in the novel includes the soul, real actions, and spirit shown by the main character in facing experiences, challenges, and problems in life. Meanwhile (Rasyid, 2021) highlights, struggle in the novel reflects the tension between the main character and various external factors such as social, political, or natural forces. This struggle describes how the character struggles to survive or achieve certain goals despite facing great difficulties.
From these perspectives, it can be concluded that the struggle in the novel reflects the struggle of the main character in facing various challenges and conflicts in their lives. Iriany concluded that the aspect of struggle in the novel includes the soul, real actions, and spirit of the main character in facing life's experiences and problems. Meanwhile, Rasyid explained that struggle in the novel also reflects the tension between the main character and external factors such as social, political, or natural forces, which describe the character's struggle to survive or achieve goals despite facing great difficulties.
There are so many novels that have a struggle plot in their storyline, this has led to many theories about struggle being created by experts. This study uses (Badio, 2022) theory, which categorizes the struggles of the characters in the novel into several types, namely heroism, nationalism, never giving up, family, and self-sacrifice.
In the novel Kidnapped by Robert Louis Stevenson, the concept of struggle is seen through the life journey of the main character, David Balfour, who is trapped in a series of events that test his physical and mental strength. Since the beginning of the story, David has been forced to face various tough challenges after being kidnapped and taken to a strange place. His struggle not only revolves around trying to escape from his kidnappers but also about how he struggles to find his identity and understand the meaning of his life full of uncertainty. The external conflict that occurs between David and his kidnappers, as well as the internal conflict involving the search for identity, depicts a struggle that is full of dynamics. This struggle is the core of the storyline, which describes how humans try to survive and adapt in the face of unexpected life difficulties.
Based on the explanation above, the researcher is interested in taking the research title “The Main Character's Struggle of Robert Louis Stevenson Kidnapped”
[bookmark: _Toc202363162]1.2  Identification of Problems
There are so many problems that researchers found in this novel, namely:
1. The limited perspective of other characters in the story
2. The difficulty understanding the storyline of the struggle experienced by the main character
3. Having slow character development
[bookmark: _Toc202363163]1.3  Limitation of Problems
This research is limited to analyzing of the types of struggles found in Robert Louis Stevenson's novel Kidnapped. The main focus of this study is to identify and describe the various forms of experienced struggle by the main character, David Balfour, throughout the story.
[bookmark: _Toc202363164]1.4  Problems Statement
Problems of Research are:
1. What types of struggles are experienced by the main character in the novel Kidnapped by Robert Louis Stevenson?
2. How does the struggle make his character development throughout the novel Kidnapped by Robert Louis Stevenson?

[bookmark: _Toc202363165]1.5  Objectives of Research
Objectives of research are:
1. To identify what types of struggles are experienced by the main characters in the novel Kidnapped by Robert Louis Stevenson
2. To identify how the struggle shapes his character development throughout the novel Kidnapped by Robert Louis Stevenson

[bookmark: _Toc202363166]1.6  Significant of Research
Significance of research are:
1. Readers : Clarifies the struggle themes in Kidnapped
2. Future Researchers : Provides a foundation for studies on literary struggle
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[bookmark: _Toc202363168]REVIEW OF LITERATURE

[bookmark: _Toc202363169]2.1 Struggle
Struggle is a struggle or hard work from someone to face the difficulties they are going through. (McLeod, 2017) argues that the struggle is explained as part of the character development process in literature, where characters experience major changes formed from the conflicts they face. Struggle can also be an important element in building themes, morals, and messages in literary works. Meanwhile (Pendleton, 2007) states that struggle in literature can be an internal conflict, such as the inner conflict experienced by the main character, or an external conflict, such as conflict with the outside world or other characters. In line with that, (Holman, 2011) states that struggle in literature functions to describe the dynamics of character development and is often the core of the theme in literary works, providing deeper meaning about human life.




Struggle is often described through various types of conflicts faced by the main character. According to (Kristina, 2020), several types of conflicts reflect the struggles of the characters, namely internal conflict, which is the inner conflict experienced by the main character, such as a moral dilemma or conflict between personal desires and social responsibilities; external conflict, which is the conflict between the main character and other people or the environment, such as family, society, or institutions; social conflict, which describes the clash between individuals and existing social norms, often related to the struggle against injustice or oppression; psychological conflict, which is related to the character's 
6

mental or emotional problems, such as trauma or fear; and ideological conflict, which is a difference of opinion that causes conflict between the character and others who have different beliefs. These types of conflict describe the various struggles faced by the characters in the novel and reflect the character and theme in the literary work.
(Sari, 2023) argues that struggle in a novel refers to the struggle of the main character in facing internal and external conflicts, whether in the form of seeking for identity, social conflict, or achieving life goals. This struggle often reflects the character's resilience and efforts to achieve happiness even when faced with difficulties. They use a sociological approach to literature to explore how values ​​of struggle, such as patience, never-give-up spirit, and self-sacrifice, are reflected in the characters and plot of the story. A similar thing is also analyzed by (Lestari, 2023), who emphasizes the inner conflict in the novel as a form of struggle, which influences the choices and development of the character in the face of external pressure. This conflict usually occurs when the main character has to choose between two difficult things, reflecting a heavy moral and psychological dilemma.
Other definitions also come from other experts, drawing on (Putri, 2022), struggle in literary works often involves the struggle of characters to face inner conflicts that test their morals and beliefs, and how they struggle to overcome external obstacles that come from the social or family environment.
A similar thing was also conveyed by (Zeini, 2021), who emphasized that struggle in literature is not only limited to the physical but also to the psychological and emotional transformation of the main character who tries to maintain personal values ​​during difficulties. This concept of struggle shows the importance of character resilience in facing existing obstacles.
Drawing on these perspectives, it can be concluded that struggle in literature includes the struggles faced by the main characters through internal and external conflicts that lead to major changes in their characters. Internal conflicts often involve moral dilemmas, identity crises, or tensions between personal desires and social responsibilities, while external conflicts relate to conflicts with the outside world, such as family, society, or existing institutions, which often involve injustice or oppression. These types of conflicts describe the struggles of characters in facing life challenges that test their mental and emotional resilience. In addition, struggle serves to describe the dynamics of character development, where the main character, despite facing great difficulties, continues to strive to achieve goals or happiness. In many literary works, this struggle becomes an important element that builds themes and moral messages, such as patience, an unyielding spirit, and the ability to sacrifice for the common good. Thus, the struggle does not only focus on victory or achievement but also on the process of transformation and self-discovery, which shows a deeper meaning of life and reflection on human values.
However, this study uses (Badio, 2022) theory's, in the novel the struggles of the characters can be categorized into several types, including heroism, nationalism, never giving up, family, and selflessness. 
1. Heroism includes being alert to the enemy, defending the people, defending the truth, being selflessness, not afraid to die, being responsible, and having the authority to lead troops.
2. Nationalism includes love for one's flag, loyalty to the leader, thinking about the safety of the country, supporting the struggle to defend the country, and participating in defending the country.
3. Never giving up is shown by fighting to the death and believing in one's abilities.
4. Family is reflected in values ​​such as willingness to sacrifice, unity, respect, patience, an unyielding spirit, and cooperation.
5. Selflessness struggle is characterized by not expecting respect and not expecting a position.
The following is an example of the findings that will be attached in chapters 4 and 5.
“I came to myself in darkness, in great pain, bound hand and foot... With the clear perception of my plight, there fell upon me a blackness of despair... yet it took me a long while... to realise that I must be lying somewhere in the belly of that unlucky ship.” (Stevenson, 2019, p. 68)
The text quote above is a Never Giving Up struggle. David's endurance through physical and mental torture after being kidnapped reveals his unbreakable spirit. Even in despair, he fights to understand his situation and survive, proving that true strength lies in never surrendering to hopelessness. His struggle becomes a powerful testament to human resilience. This reflects the struggle of never giving up.
[bookmark: _Toc202363170]2.2 Literary Works
In general, literary works function as a mirror of people's lives, convey moral messages, and provide entertainment and education for their readers. (Santoso et al, 2023) asserts that literature is an expression of human expression in the form of written or oral works based on thoughts, opinions, experiences, and feelings, which are manifested in imaginative forms, mirrors of reality, or original data wrapped in aesthetic packaging through language media. Meanwhile, drawing on (Ratna, 2015), literary works are the result of creative activities dominated by aspects of beauty, including various problems of human life, both concrete and abstract, physical and spiritual. Another explanation is also drawing on Hidayat (2019), literary works are a reflection of people's lives which are expressed in written or oral form by the author. Literary works reflect the author's experiences, thoughts, feelings, and ideas regarding the social, cultural, and psychological realities that exist around them. Through beautiful and meaningful language, literary works can convey moral messages, cultural values, and aesthetics that can be enjoyed and provide entertainment and education for their readers. Thus, literary works not only function as entertainment but also as a means of education and conveying moral messages. Another thing about literary works is also conveyed by Endraswara, in the view of (Endraswara, 2011 in Dewi, 2021), literary works are expressions of human life that reflect social reality. Although fictional, literary works are built from real problems that are expressed creatively and imaginatively.
Based on these experts, it can be concluded that literary works are creative human expressions that reflect the social, cultural, and psychological life of society. Literary works function not only as entertainment, but also as a means to convey moral, cultural values, and education to their readers' messages. Although imaginative and fictional, literary works are still rooted in social reality which is conveyed creatively and aesthetically through the medium of language. Literary works are generally classified into three main genres: poetry, prose, and drama.
There are so many types of literary works that we can find so far, According to (Aziz, 2021) Literary works are generally classified into three main genres: poetry, prose, and drama. A novel is a form of prose that belongs to the category of fictional narrative works. As a type of prose, a novel presents an extended story with a more complex plot, characters, setting, and conflict compared to other forms of prose, such as short stories.
[bookmark: _Toc202363171]2.3  Novel
A novel is a literary work. A novel is a form of literary work that is very popular among readers, known for its ability to present long stories that describe human life. (Sasmika, 2022) emphasizes a novel is a long essay author, containing a series or sequence of imaginative stories about the life of a person or the people around him that shows character and traits of each character. Meanwhile, according to (Zaidan, 2004 in Sari, 2022) a novel is a type of process that contains elements of characters, plot, and fictional settings that present human life based on the author's point of view and contains life values, processed using story and body techniques which are the basis of writing conventions. And even in the view of (Zaidan, et al, 2007 in Santiani, 2022), a novel is a type of process that contains elements of fictional characters, plots, and settings that show human life based on the author's point of view and contains life values ​​that are processed using story and body technique which forms the basis of writing conventions. Other definitions of novels also come from other experts, (Nurgiyantoro, 2015) argues that a novel is a work of fiction that offers an imaginative world through various intrinsic elements such as events, plots, characters, settings, and points of view. A novel is a story that presents human life with various complex problems, different from other works of fiction such as poetry and short stories.
From these perspectives, it can be concluded that novels are one of the popular forms of literature, recognized for their ability to present long stories that describe human life through various events and complex characters. According to experts, a novel is a long work of fiction that contains a series of imaginative stories about the life of a person or group, with characters, plots, and settings that interact with each other and reflect life values. Novels not only reveal stories but also show the character and nature of the characters through the conflicts and dynamics that occur, which are processed with narrative techniques and certain writing styles. In addition, novels also offer an imaginative world that is described through intrinsic elements such as plot, characters, setting, and point of view, which provide deeper depth and depict the complex problems of human life.
[bookmark: _Toc202363172]2.4  Main Character
The main character is the axis of the story that drives the entire plot and becomes the center of the reader's attention. This figure is the one most often encountered in the pages of the book, facing various obstacles, and experiencing important changes as the story progresses. (Edger, 2010) argues that the main character in a novel is a fictional entity that is the center of perspective, action, and development of the story. They are not only present in most scenes, but also influence the plot through decisions, conflicts, and psychological transformations. Readers tend to identify with the main character because of access to their thoughts, emotions, and motivations either through first-person narrative, third-person limited, or stream of consciousness techniques. Meanwhile, another opinion is expressed by (Nurgiyantoro, 2013) The main character is a central figure who dominates the story, both quantitatively (frequency of appearance) and qualitatively (influence on plot and theme).
From these perspective, it can be concluded that the main character is the center of the story who plays a dual role in the narrative. Quantitatively, this character dominates most of the scenes and becomes the axis of plot development. Qualitatively, he influences the plot through important decisions, conflicts faced, and psychological transformations experienced. Eder emphasizes how readers can access the inner world of the main character through various narrative techniques such as first-person perspective or flow of consciousness, thus creating emotional identification. Meanwhile, Nurgiyantoro emphasizes more on the structural function of the main character as the driver of the plot and the bearer of the story's theme. These two perspectives complement each other in describing the main character as a vital element that not only dominates the story visually, but also becomes a link between the plot, theme, and emotional experience of the reader. Ultimately, the main character functions as the soul of the story that brings the narrative to life through his intense presence and psychological depth developed throughout the story.

[bookmark: _Toc202363173]2.5  Synopsis Kidnapped by Robert Louis Stevenson
Kidnapped is a famous adventure novel by Robert Louis Stevenson which was first published in 1886, and then republished by Gramedia Pustaka Utama in 2019. The story follows the journey of a young man named David Balfour, who after becoming an orphan, must leave his home to find his family and the inheritance rights he should receive. David goes to visit his uncle, Ebenezer Balfour, who lives in their family home, but he does not receive a warm welcome. Instead, David is betrayed by his uncle who wants to control the entire family inheritance. Ebenezer, who is cunning, sells David to a ship that will take him to a faraway place, to make David a slave.
However, fate has other plans. On the ship, David meets a group of pirates who seize the ship and take over. In these events, David meets Alan Breck Stewart, a brave man involved in the political movement in Scotland. Alan, a Jacobite supporter who fled from the British army after the defeat of his troops, becomes David's traveling companion. Together, they face dangers and hardships and fight against enemies that threaten their lives.
David and Alan sail to Scotland, but there they must hide from the pursuing English army. On their long journey through the mountains and wilds of Scotland, they face many hardships. David begins to learn about courage, friendship, and how to overcome fear. He realizes that the fight for freedom involves many things, not only physical but also moral and psychological, as well as a deep understanding of human values.
Throughout this adventure, David not only faces external conflicts but also internal conflicts that drive him to grow as a person. He learns about the importance of loyalty, responsibility to the homeland, and justice. Kidnapped is not only a thrilling adventure story, but also a story that digs deeper into moral struggles, personal identity, and justice in a complex historical setting. Through his strong characters and suspenseful plot, Stevenson presents more than just an adventure story, but a reflection on universal values ​​that are relevant today.
[bookmark: _Toc202363174]2.6 Previous Research
In this study, the researcher found several previous studies that were relevant to the research being conducted. The first article by (Sutanti, 2009) entitled "THE ANALYSIS OF DAVID BALFOUR'S PSYCHOLOGICAL CONFLICT ON ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON'S KIDNAPPED" This study aims to show the psychological or inner conflict experienced by David Balfour. Sutanti has concluded the novel Kidnapped. David Balfour is faced with events that make him experience conflict within himself. His soul is depressed because of his confusion, worry, and fear of concluding.
The second study found is an article by (Morrison, 2017) entitled "STRUGGLE OF WOMAN IN THE NOVEL SING ME TO SLEEP BY ANGELA MORRISON (THE ANALYSIS OF FEMINISM)" This study aims to determine the types of women's struggles and struggles to get their love in the novel Sing Me to Sleep. Morrison found that there are three types of women's struggles. First, the struggle to accept the reality of life, second, the struggle to achieve dreams, and finally the struggle in the form of affection, and the struggle to get her love. The difference between this research and the research that will be conducted lies in the data and the discussion that will be conducted, this research discusses the struggle of women while the research that will be conducted only focuses on the types of struggle found in the novel kidnapped.
The third research found is an article from (Hanna, 2016) entitled "AN ANALYSIS OF THE MAIN CHARACTERS' CONFLICTS IN JANE AUSTEN NOVEL ENTITLED SENSE AND SENSIBILITY" This research aims to find the conflicts experienced by the main character in the novel sense and sensibility, Hanna finds some conflicts occur in the novel, that is why the researcher wants to analyze the conflicts of the main characters, Elinor and Marianne Dashwood. to know the main characters's problems face in the novel and also the solving problems in the novel. conflicts experienced by the main character in the novel Sense and Sensibility while the research that will be conducted discusses the struggles experienced by the main character in the novel Kidnapped.
The fourth research found is an article from (Sanjaya, 2023) entitled "ANALYSIS OF CHANGES IN CHARACTER TRAITS BASED ON SEQUENCE IN THE FILM "YUNI". This research aims to find changes in the main character's traits based on the description of the scene, 3-act structure and sequence in the the film "Yuni" (2021). Based on the results of the study, it can be concluded that Yuni experienced character development, namely from a teenager who was initially afraid to make decisions, then changed into a figure who dared to fight for her dreams as an independent and free woman. The difference between this study and the research that will be carried out is the difference in the causes of changes in character traits because this study will discuss the differences in character traits after facing struggles.
The Fifth research found is an article from (Sari, 2022) entitled "ANALYSIS OF THE PERSONALITY CHARACTERISTICS OF THE MAIN CHARACTERS IN THE NOVEL FALLING LEAVES ONCE HATE ANGIN BY TERE-LIYE" This study aims to conduct a critical analysis of one of Tere Liye's novels, which highlights the characteristics of characters with complex personality dynamics. study to be an example of changes in character traits.
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[bookmark: _Toc202363177]3.1  Method of Research




In research, a proper method is needed that can be used to conduct the research properly and correctly. (Sugiyono, 2017) argues that a research method is a scientific way to obtain data for a specific purpose. Research methods include the approach used to collect, analyze, and interpret data to answer research questions. This method involves elements such as research design, data collection, analysis, and interpretation to ensure that the data obtained is valid, reliable, and can be used to understand the phenomenon. Sugiyono's opinion is also supported by (Creswell, 2018) who emphasized that In a journal discussing qualitative, quantitative, and mixed approaches, they explain that the research method is a series of steps that include problem identification, research design, data collection methods, and data analysis to answer research questions. The qualitative approach focuses on an in-depth exploration of the phenomenon, while the quantitative focuses on measuring and testing hypotheses. The purpose of the research method is to produce very accurate findings, as (Kumar, 2020) said. The research method is a systematic framework for answering research questions. Kumar emphasized that this method includes various approaches such as experiments, surveys, case studies, or direct observation, which are selected based on the research objectives and context. Research must be designed systematically to ensure the validity, accuracy, and relevance of data. From these explanation, it can be concluded that the research method is a systematic framework that includes organized steps to 
18

identify problems, design research, collect data, analyze, and interpret data with the aim of understanding, explaining, or solving problems. This method can use a qualitative, quantitative, or mixed approach, which is chosen based on the research objectives and context, by ensuring that the data obtained is valid, reliable, and relevant to answering research questions.
Several types of research methods can be found, as stated by (Creswell, 2018), there are three types of research methods used in scientific research. First, the qualitative approach focuses on an in-depth understanding of phenomena by collecting non-numerical data through interviews, observations, or text analysis. Second, is the quantitative approach, which relies on numerical data to test hypotheses or answer research questions through surveys, experiments, or statistical analysis. Third, the mixed methods approach combines elements of both approaches to provide a more comprehensive picture of the phenomenon being studied. This mixed approach allows researchers to utilize the strengths of each method to achieve a deeper and broader understanding of the research topic. Of the three types of research methods stated by Creswell, the research method that is suitable for use in this study is the qualitative research method.
To better understand the concept and application of qualitative research, it is important to explain the main characteristics and approaches used in this method. According to (Creswell, 2018), qualitative research involves collecting non-numerical data such as in-depth interviews, participant observation, and document analysis to gain an in-depth understanding of the phenomenon being studied. This approach emphasizes a holistic understanding of the context and situation faced by the research subjects, as well as the interaction between researchers and participants. The data obtained is analyzed inductively to identify the main themes that emerge, which are then used to build new theories or understandings of the topic being studied. This approach is often used in social sciences and education to explore complex issues that cannot be measured quantitatively. Based on the definitions explained by these experts, it can be concluded that this study only focuses on qualitative research because this study only analyzes phenomena by collecting non-numerical data by reading texts, namely Novels. This study does not require excessive calculations and additions to get results, this study only analyzes the contents of the struggle experienced by the main character in the novel Struggle by Robert Louis Stevenson by reading and understanding the contents of the novel.
[bookmark: _Toc202363178]3.2  Data and Source of Data
Data is an important thing in a study that serves as a basis for understanding, analyzing, and concluding the phenomenon being studied. In research, data can be in the form of numbers, facts, or other information collected through various methods such as observation, interviews, document analysis, or experiments. Drawing on (Creswell, 2018) Data is the result of collecting information in research, either in the form of text, numbers, or observations, which are used to explain phenomena or support hypotheses. This statement is also supported by (Sugiyono, 2017) Data is information obtained through the process of observation or measurement, which can be in the form of facts or numbers, and is used to answer research questions or solve certain problems. Based on the views of experts, it can be concluded that data is information collected through various methods such as observation, interviews, and experiments, which are used as a basis for analyzing, understanding, and drawing conclusions about the phenomenon being studied. This data can be in the form of numbers, facts, or other information that functions to explain phenomena, support hypotheses, and help in answering research questions or solving existing problems.
In research, data plays an important role as a basis for answering research questions and testing hypotheses. A careful and accurate data collection process is essential to ensure valid research results that reflect the phenomenon being studied. According to (Creswell, 2014) Research data refers to information collected through various methods such as surveys, experiments, interviews, and observations. This data is used to analyze and conclude the phenomenon being studied, both in qualitative and quantitative forms. (Creswell, 2014) also states that there are two main types of data in research, namely quantitative data and qualitative data. Quantitative data in the form of numbers or information that can be measured and analyzed statistically, usually obtained through surveys, experiments, or measurements using standard instruments. This data is used to test hypotheses or explain relationships between variables. Meanwhile, qualitative data in the form of descriptions, texts, or non-numerical information is often obtained through interviews, observations, or document analysis, and is used to understand phenomena or situations in more depth.

The data used in this study is qualitative data contained in the novel Kidnapped by Robert Louis Stevenson, in this study only requires the contents of the novel without having to look for statistical analysis. This study only requires document analysis, namely analyzing the contents of the novel Kidnapped by Robert Louis Stevenson.
[bookmark: _Toc202363179]3.3  Technique of Collecting Data
In research, data collection methods play an important role in ensuring that accurate and reliable data are obtained. The data collection process is carried out by applying various methods that are adjusted to the type of research approach so that the results obtained can describe the situation according to the facts in the field. (Sugiyono, 2020) assesrts that data collection techniques are the most important part of a study. By using appropriate data collection techniques, it will produce a standard data analysis process. This is also supported by Creswell's opinion, drawing on (Creswell, 2014), data collection techniques refer to structured procedures used to obtain valid and reliable information, which can be done through methods such as surveys, in-depth interviews, participant observation, or document analysis. Based on the opinions of Sugiyono and Creswell, it can be concluded that data collection techniques play an important role in research because they determine the quality of the data analysis process. The use of appropriate and structured techniques will produce valid and reliable information, either through surveys, in-depth interviews, participant observation, or document analysis.

In addition, the research approach also involves various methods of data collection selected according to research needs. According to (Creswell, 2014) In qualitative research, data collection involves several forms such as open interviews, field observations, field notes, documents, and visual materials. This approach allows researchers to understand the phenomenon in depth from the perspective of the participants. Based on Creswell's explanation, it can be concluded that the data collection technique in this study is a document analysis technique, namely analyzing the novel Kidnapped by Robert Louis Stevenson. The stages of data collection in this qualitative research are:
1. Reading and understanding the contents of the novel Kidnapped by Robert Louis Stevenson
2. Marking all the struggles encountered
3. Choosing which ones are included as struggles experienced by the main character
4. Analyzing the struggles experienced by the main character
5. Uniting all research results regarding struggles, and
6. Making conclusions
[bookmark: _Toc202363180]3.4  Technique of Analyzing Data
(Bogdan, 2007) highlights Data analysis is the process of working with data, organizing it, sorting it into manageable units, synthesizing it, looking for patterns, finding what is important and what is learned, and deciding what can be told to others. The steps for analyzing the data in this research are as follows:

1. Data Collection
(Arikunto, 2010) argues that Data collection is the process carried out by researchers to collect information needed to achieve research objectives, using appropriate tools or instruments.
2. Data Reduction
(Emzir, 2010) argues that Data reduction is the process of processing data carried out by summarizing, selecting the main points, focusing on important things, and removing unnecessary ones so that the data can provide a sharper picture of the results of observations.
3. Data Presentation
(Emzir, 2010) argues that Data presentation is the process of organizing data so that it is arranged in an orderly manner so that it can provide a clear picture and can make it easier for researchers to make interpretations.
4. Drawing Conclusions
(Creswell, 2014) argues that drawing conclusions is the stage where researchers make final interpretations of the data that has been analyzed, by connecting it to relevant theories or concepts to explain the research findings.
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[bookmark: _Toc202363184]This chapter presents the results of the analysis of the struggles experienced by the main character, namely David, in the novel Kidnapped by Robert Louis Stevenson (2019), also the results of the analysis of David's character changes after going through various struggles.
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CHAPTER IV
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
4.1 Findings
This chapter presents the results of the analysis of the struggles experienced by the main character, namely David, in the novel Kidnapped by Robert Louis Stevenson (2019), also the results of the analysis of David's character changes after going through various struggles. In line with the analysis conducted, the researcher managed to identify and categorize all types of struggles contained in the novel Kidnapped by Robert Louis Stevenson. This finding not only covers the various forms of conflict and struggle experienced by the main characters, but also provides an in-depth understanding of how these struggles contribute to the development of the storyline and the overall theme of the novel. Thus, this study has succeeded in revealing the narrative complexity as well as the emotional and physical dynamics depicted by Stevenson in his work. The following are the findings found by the researcher after conducting the analysis process of Kidnapped by Robert Louis Stevenson :
	No.
	Types of Struggle
	Quote

	1.
	Heroism
	“I will do no such thing," I cried. "I will deliver it into Mr. Balfour's hands, as it was meant I should. It is a letter of introduction.”

	
	
	“I ran in upon him, put aside his knife with my left, and struck him in the mouth with the right.”

	
	
	“I bent low on my knees and flung myself forth, with that kind of anger of despair that has sometimes stood me instead of courage... Alan seized me, first by the hair, then by the collar, and with a great strain dragged me into safety.”

	
	
	“We're in a narrow place. If they get up the sides of the hill, they could easy spy us with a glass..."

	
	
	“I must have got very red in the face, but I spoke steadily, and told them I had no call to be a judge of others, but for my own part, it was a matter in which I had no clearness.”

	
	
	“I told him I was come to the Queensferry on business, and taking heart of grace, asked him to direct me to the house of Mr. Rankeillor.”

	
	
	“I have no manner of inclination to rowt out my name to the country-side... what brings me here is another story, being more of your affair than mine.”

	2.
	Nationalism
	-

	3.
	Never Giving Up
	“I sat down on the boulder the good man had just left, and opened the parcel to see the nature of my gifts... And I was glad to get my bundle on my staff's end and set out over the ford and up the hill upon the farther side."

	
	
	“I’ll stay awhile... if we don’t agree, I’ll do my best it shall be through no fault of mine.”

	
	
	“It was so dark inside, it seemed a body could scarce breathe; but I pushed out with foot and hand and presently struck the wall with the one, and the lowermost round of the stair with the other.”

	
	
	“I came to myself in darkness, in great pain, bound hand and foot... With the clear perception of my plight, there fell upon me a blackness of despair... yet it took me a long while... to realise that I must be lying somewhere in the belly of that unlucky ship.”

	
	
	“I had never fired with a pistol in my life... but it was now or never; and just as they swung the yard, I cried out: 'Take that!' and shot into their midst.”

	
	
	“I would not like to write how often I went down, or how often I came up again”

	
	
	“I had starved with cold and hunger on that island for close upon one hundred hours... I wore myself down with continual and aimless goings and comings in the rain.”

	
	
	“I was dead weary, deadly sick and full of pains and shiverings... but I held on.”

	
	
	“We had but three shillings left in this wide world; and where to go, and how to do, and what other place there is for us except the chains of a gibbet—I give you my naked word, I kenna!”

	
	
	“By the top of Glencoe, I will ram three feet of iron through your vitals.”

	
	
	“Go and do your duty; and be hanged, if you must, like a gentleman.”

	4.
	Family
	“In my heart, I liked ye fine—even when I was the angriest.”

	
	
	“The estate is yours beyond a doubt... It matters nothing what your father signed, you are the heir of entail.”

	5.
	Selflessness
	“I have never felt such pity for any one in this wide world as I felt for that half-witted creature, and it began to come over me that the brig Covenant (for all her pious name) was little better than a hell upon the seas.”

	
	
	“I was still sorry for him. He was a married man, with a wife in Leith...”

	
	
	“They were dogs and thieves; they had stolen me from my own country; they had killed poor Ransome; and was I to hold the candle to another murder?”

	
	
	“The wounded as could move came clambering out... began to help”

	
	
	“I am Alan's friend, and if I can be helpful to friends of his, I will not stumble at the risk.”

	
	
	“I am a young man... can I accept it back again? Would that be the right part for me to play?”

	
	
	“My heart smote me both with remorse and fear: remorse because we had traded upon her ignorance; and fear lest we should have anyway involved her in the dangers of our situation.”

	
	
	“My friends are no very well off... unless we can agree upon some terms, ye are little likely to set eyes upon him.”


[bookmark: _Toc202364346]Table 4. 1 Table 4.1.1Overall Findings of Struggle in The Novel Result
[bookmark: _Toc202363185]4.2 Discussion
In the novel Kidnapped by Robert Louis Stevenson, the researcher follows the struggle of David Balfour, the main character of the story. This chapter will analyze how David faces various physical and mental challenges in his journey, starting from being betrayed by his own uncle, experiencing a shipwreck, to working with Alan Breck. Through this analysis, the researcher will explain in detail about how all these experiences shape David's personality and the values ​​he holds, and how this story conveys important themes such as justice, survival, and the spirit of Scottish nationalism.
A. Chapter 1 - I Set Off Upon My Journey to the House of Shaws
	No.
	Types of Struggle
	Novel Quote

	1.
	Never Giving up
	“I sat down on the boulder the good man had just left, and opened the parcel to see the nature of my gifts... And I was glad to get my bundle on my staff's end and set out over the ford and up the hill upon the farther side."
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“I sat down on the boulder the good man had just left, and opened the parcel to see the nature of my gifts... And I was glad to get my bundle on my staff's end and set out over the ford and up the hill upon the farther side." (Stevenson, 2019, p. 22)
The text quote above is a Never Giving Up struggle. Despite his sadness and doubts, David Balfour remains steadfast. Taking Mr. Campbell's advice with him, he continues on his journey. This shows his resilience and marks a change from his naive nature to being more independent the foundation of his character development. This quote reflects Never Giving Up Struggle because David continues his journey despite his sadness and doubts, showing his determination to never give up and the change from naive to independent.
B. Chapter 2 - I Come to My Journey’s End
	No.
	Types of Struggle
	Novel Quote

	1.
	Heroism
	“I will do no such thing," I cried. "I will deliver it into Mr. Balfour's hands, as it was meant I should. It is a letter of introduction.”


Table 4.2.2 The Findings of The Struggle in The Chapter 2
“I will do no such thing," I cried. "I will deliver it into Mr. Balfour's hands, as it was meant I should. It is a letter of introduction.” (Stevenson, 2019, p. 30)
The text quote above is a Heroism struggle. David displays remarkable bravery by standing his ground even at gunpoint, choosing to release his letter despite the threat. This act goes beyond mere courage it reveals his unshakable commitment to truth and justice, proving his heroic character. His defiance in the face of danger exemplifies true principle, showing that conviction outweighs fear.
C. Chapter 3 - I Make Acquintance of My Uncle
	No.
	Types of Struggle
	Novel Quote

	1.
	Never Giving Up
	“I’ll stay awhile... if we don’t agree, I’ll do my best it shall be through no fault of mine.”
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“I’ll stay awhile... if we don’t agree, I’ll do my best it shall be through no fault of mine.” (Stevenson, 2019, p. 40)
The text quote above is a Never Giving Up struggle. David's decision to remain at the Shaws despite his suspicions about Ebenezer reveals his exceptional maturity and strategic patience, as he understands that uncovering his true heritage requires careful observation rather than impulsive confrontation. His willingness to endure discomfort and potential danger demonstrates not just courage, but a deeper wisdom - recognizing that some truths must be earned through perseverance and that justice sometimes demands quiet resolve rather than immediate action. This measured approach highlights David's remarkable emotional intelligence and his commitment to discovering the truth, no matter how difficult or painful it might prove to be.
D. Chapter 4 - I Run a Great Danger in the House of Shaws
	No.
	Types of Struggle
	Novel Quote

	1.
	Never Giving Up
	“It was so dark inside, it seemed a body could scarce breathe; but I pushed out with foot and hand and presently struck the wall with the one, and the lowermost round of the stair with the other.”
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“It was so dark inside, it seemed a body could scarce breathe; but I pushed out with foot and hand and presently struck the wall with the one, and the lowermost round of the stair with the other.” (Stevenson, 2019, p. 46)
The text quote above is a Never Giving Up struggle. David continues to fight without giving up in the midst of dangerous situations. His resilience is seen from his determination to face challenges, showing a strong character that is steadfast in principle even in the face of risk. This never-give-up attitude proves his maturity and mental resilience that is able to overcome all physical obstacles.
E. Chapter 5 - I Go to the Queen’s Ferry
	No.
	Types of Struggle
	Novel Quote

	1.
	Selflessness
	“I have never felt such pity for any one in this wide world as I felt for that half-witted creature, and it began to come over me that the brig Covenant (for all her pious name) was little better than a hell upon the seas.”
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“I have never felt such pity for any one in this wide world as I felt for that half-witted creature, and it began to come over me that the brig Covenant (for all her pious name) was little better than a hell upon the seas.” (Stevenson, 2019, p. 58)
The text quote above is a Selflessness struggle. Even though he is a fugitive, David still helps the injured Ransome, proving true empathy in the midst of danger. This is called Selflessness Struggle because David, despite being in danger as a fugitive, still helps the injured Ransome, showing true empathy without expecting anything in return.
F. Chapter 7 - I Go to Sea in the Brig “Covenant” Of Dysart
	No.
	Types of Struggle
	Novel Quote

	1.
	Never Giving Up
	“I came to myself in darkness, in great pain, bound hand and foot... With the clear perception of my plight, there fell upon me a blackness of despair... yet it took me a long while... to realise that I must be lying somewhere in the belly of that unlucky ship.”
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“I came to myself in darkness, in great pain, bound hand and foot... With the clear perception of my plight, there fell upon me a blackness of despair... yet it took me a long while... to realise that I must be lying somewhere in the belly of that unlucky ship.” (Stevenson, 2019, p. 68)
The text quote above is a Never Giving Up struggle. David's endurance through physical and mental torture after being kidnapped reveals his unbreakable spirit. Even in despair, he fights to understand his situation and survive, proving that true strength lies in never surrendering to hopelessness. His struggle becomes a powerful testament to human resilience. This reflects the struggle of never giving up.
G. Chapter 8 - The Round-House
	No.
	Types of Struggle
	Novel Quote

	1.
	Selflessness
	“I was still sorry for him. He was a married man, with a wife in Leith...”
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“I was still sorry for him. He was a married man, with a wife in Leith...” (Stevenson, 2019, p. 83)
The text quote above is a Selflessness struggle. David shows empathy for Mr. Shuan, who killed Ransome. Although Shuan is the antagonist, David thinks of Shuan's family, showing selflessness by separating the evil act from the human being behind it.


H. Chapter 9 - The Man With the Belt of Gold
	No.
	Types of Struggle
	Novel Quote

	1.
	Selflessness
	“They were dogs and thieves; they had stolen me from my own country; they had killed poor Ransome; and was I to hold the candle to another murder?”

	
	Never Giving Up
	“I had never fired with a pistol in my life... but it was now or never; and just as they swung the yard, I cried out: 'Take that!' and shot into their midst.”
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“They were dogs and thieves; they had stolen me from my own country; they had killed poor Ransome; and was I to hold the candle to another murder?” (Stevenson, 2019, p. 93)
The text quote above is a Selflessness struggle. When David decides to warn Alan Breck about the assassination plot, he not only confronts his fears but also puts empathy and justice above his own safety a courageous choice that demonstrates a rare moral maturity, as he is willing to risk great risk to protect the lives of others, even though their relationship is not without its strains.
I had never fired with a pistol in my life... but it was now or never; and just as they swung the yard, I cried out: 'Take that!' and shot into their midst.” (Stevenson, 2019, p. 100)

The text quote above is a Never Giving Up struggle David's desperate battle against the ship's seasoned crew despite his terror and inexperience reveals extraordinary courage. This isn't reckless bravery, but the raw determination of someone refusing to surrender even when outmatched. This shows determination (never giving up) in the face of danger.
I. Chapter 13 - The Loss of the “Red Fox”
	No.
	Types of Struggle
	Novel Quote

	1.
	Never Giving Up
	“I would not like to write how often I went down, or how often I came up again”

	2.
	Selflessness
	“The wounded as could move came clambering out... began to help”
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“I would not like to write how often I went down, or how often I came up again” (Stevenson, 2019, p. 132-133)
The text quote above is a Never Giving Up struggle . David demonstrates unwavering determination as he fights for survival despite the life-threatening waves. Though not a skilled swimmer, he pushes his limits, proving his mental strength and refusal to surrender. His struggle embodies true resilience overcoming both physical exhaustion and overwhelming odds through sheer perseverance.
“The wounded as could move came clambering out... began to help” (Stevenson, 2019, p. 132)
The text quote above is a Selflessness struggle. David continued to struggle against death even though the waves almost drowned him many times, showing a fierce battle between life and death. Although his swimming ability was limited, every breath and kick of his feet was proof of his steely determination - that as long as there is still a drop of strength, hope must be fought for. His struggle filled with blood and tears was not just a physical effort, but a mental victory over despair, making him a real example of the true meaning of never giving up.
J. Chapter 14 – The Islet
	No.
	Types of Struggle
	Novel Quote

	1.
	Never Giving Up
	“I had starved with cold and hunger on that island for close upon one hundred hours... I wore myself down with continual and aimless goings and comings in the rain.”
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“I had starved with cold and hunger on that island for close upon one hundred hours... I wore myself down with continual and aimless goings and comings in the rain.” (Stevenson, 2019, p. 146)
The text quote above is a Never Giving Up struggle. David endures endless torture while stranded on Earraid Island, enduring the suffering of gnawing hunger, bone-chilling cold, and near-deadly exhaustion. Without a clear direction, he forces his body to keep moving in the midst of the relentless rain - every heavy step is a stubborn statement that as long as he can still breathe, life must be fought for. This painful ritual is not just a physical struggle, but an inner battle against despair, making every second a real proof of human determination to survive until the last drop of blood.
K. Chapter 15 – The Lad With The Silver Button : Through the Isle of Mull
	No.
	Types of Struggle
	Novel Quote

	1.
	Heroism
	“I ran in upon him, put aside his knife with my left, and struck him in the mouth with the right.”
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"I ran in upon him, put aside his knife with my left, and struck him in the mouth with the right." (Stevenson, 2019, p. 1533)
The text quote above is a Heroism struggle. On the way to Torosay, David is put to an unexpected test when the scheming guide reveals his true colors with a knife and demands for money. But what follows is not a moment of surrender, but a spontaneous outburst of courage - with a swift movement, David deflects the knife and punches the con man in the mouth with all the strength he has left. This is not a mere physical act, but a rebellion of the soul that refuses to be oppressed, as fear turns into liberating rage. In that one defining moment, young David proves that true courage often comes not from the absence of fear, but from the iron will to not allow oneself to be a victim.


L. Chapter 20 – The Flight in the Heather: The Rocks
	No.
	Types of Struggle
	Novel Quote

	1.
	Selflessness
	“I am Alan's friend, and if I can be helpful to friends of his, I will not stumble at the risk.”

	2. 
	Heroism
	“I bent low on my knees and flung myself forth, with that kind of anger of despair that has sometimes stood me instead of courage... Alan seized me, first by the hair, then by the collar, and with a great strain dragged me into safety.”

	
	
	“We're in a narrow place. If they get up the sides of the hill, they could easy spy us with a glass..."
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“I am Alan's friend, and if I can be helpful to friends of his, I will not stumble at the risk.” (Stevenson, 2019, p. 195)
The text quote above is a Selflessness struggle. David Balfour demonstrates a profound struggle of selflessness when he steadfastly chooses to remain with Alan Breck despite the great risk of capture by the army or even the death penalty. This struggle is further complicated when David must face a moral dilemma between loyalty to his friend and his principles as a subject of King George, but he still chooses loyalty to Alan even though it could endanger his life. His decision not to leave Alan even when threatened
"I bent low on my knees and flung myself forth, with that kind of anger of despair that has sometimes stood me instead of courage... Alan seized me, first by the hair, then by the collar, and with a great strain dragged me into safety." (Stevenson, 2019, p. 199)
The text quote above is a Heroism struggle. David Balfour faces a moment of intense heroism when he forces himself to jump across a dangerous and fast-flowing river, despite his deep fear, this brave act perfectly represents "being selfless, ready to die" because David completely disregards his own safety in order to continue running with Alan, and "defending the truth" because by surviving, he tries to prove their innocence from the murder of Colin Roy Campbell.
We're in a narrow place. If they get up the sides of the hill, they could easy spy us with a glass..." (Stevenson, 2019, p. 203)
The text quote above is a Heroism struggle. During their tense escape journey, David and Alan actively and carefully planned various strategies to evade the pursuit of the soldiers, which clearly illustrates the concept of "being alert to the enemy". Their alertness is not just a matter of physical reflexes, but also involves deep mental ingenuity. Alan, with his experience as a former soldier, takes the lead in reading the terrain and predicting enemy movements, while David, despite his lack of experience, shows rapid development in observation and adaptation skills - he quickly learns to recognize strategic points and exploit weaknesses in troop deployment.
M. Chapter 23 – Cluny’s Cage
	No.
	Types of Struggle
	Novel Quote

	1.
	Heroism
	“I must have got very red in the face, but I spoke steadily, and told them I had no call to be a judge of others, but for my own part, it was a matter in which I had no clearness.”

	2.
	Selflessness
	“I am a young man... can I accept it back again? Would that be the right part for me to play?”
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“I must have got very red in the face, but I spoke steadily, and told them I had no call to be a judge of others, but for my own part, it was a matter in which I had no clearness.” (Stevenson, 2019, p. 235)
The text quote above is a Heroism struggle. David with a "steady voice" refuses to gamble despite being ridiculed, he shows "defending the truth" and "being responsible" for his principles. His situation in Cluny's Cage - an alien environment hostile to his values ​​- makes this moral struggle even more heroic. What makes it valid is the consistency of David's character: from initially hesitant to firmly defending his principles. This scene also becomes a catalyst for the development of the plot, where David's agreement then triggers a conflict with Cluny. Details such as "My face must have been very red" show a real internal struggle, not just empty bravado.
“I am a young man... can I accept it back again? Would that be the right part for me to play?” (Stevenson, 2019, p. 240)
The text quote above is a Selflessness struggle. David's rhetorical question "can I accept it back again?" shows a selflessness that fits perfectly with Badio's theory of "not expecting respect or position". His predicament - refusing money when he desperately needs it - makes this sacrifice feel real. Its validity is reinforced by the previous context where David lost all his money to Alan, but still chose not to take advantage of Cluny. This shows David's moral development from initially naive to more wise. This scene is also narratively important because it is David's final test of character before their escape ends, proving that he has learned the value of true sacrifice.
N. Chapter 24 – The Flight in the Heather: The Quarrel
	No.
	Types of Struggle
	Novel Quote

	1.
	Never Giving Up
	“I was dead weary, deadly sick and full of pains and shiverings... but I held on.”

	2.
	Family
	“In my heart, I liked ye fine—even when I was the angriest.”
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“I was dead weary, deadly sick and full of pains and shiverings... but I held on.” (Stevenson, 2019, p. 249)
The text quote above is a Never Giving Up struggle. This quote shows David's very valid physical struggle as a form of "never giving up" according to Badio's theory. As David survives despite being "dead weary, deadly sick and full of pains and shiverings", it perfectly reflects Badio's definition of "fighting to the death and believing in one's abilities". The context of it taking place in the middle of a dangerous escape through the moors strengthens its validity - David is truly pushed beyond his human limits. This physical struggle is the turning point in David's character from weak child to tough, and is consistently depicted through his detailed physical reactions such as "the stitch in my side was like a sword for sharpness". Its validity is further strengthened by the climax where David finally collapses, proving that he truly endured to the last.
“In my heart, I liked ye fine—even when I was the angriest.” (Stevenson, 2019, p. 253)
The text quote above is a Family struggle. David's rhetorical question "can I accept it back again?" shows a selflessness that fits perfectly with Badio's theory of "not expecting respect or position". His predicament - refusing money when he desperately needs it - makes this sacrifice feel real. Its validity is reinforced by the previous context where David lost all his money to Alan, but still chose not to take advantage of Cluny. This shows David's moral development from initially naive to more wise. This scene is also narratively important because it is David's final test of character before their escape ends, proving that he has learned the value of true sacrifice.
O. Chapter 26 – End of the Fight: We Pass the Forth
	No.
	Types of Struggle
	Novel Quote

	1.
	Never Giving Up
	“We had but three shillings left in this wide world; and where to go, and how to do, and what other place there is for us except the chains of a gibbet—I give you my naked word, I kenna!”

	2.
	Selflessness
	” My heart smote me both with remorse and fear: remorse because we had traded upon her ignorance; and fear lest we should have anyway involved her in the dangers of our situation.”
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“We had but three shillings left in this wide world; and where to go, and how to do, and what other place there is for us except the chains of a gibbet—I give you my naked word, I kenna!” .” (Stevenson, 2019, p. 277)
The text quote above is a Never Giving Up struggle. David’s desperate urgency when he has only three shillings and the threat of hanging looms over him is the ultimate in resilience in the novel. Seen through the lens of Badiou’s theory of the “death gamble,” this struggle is significant not so much for the physical endurance he displays as for his ability to maintain a glimmer of hope amidst the abyss of despair. After months of living as a fugitive, his physical and mental exhaustion has reached its breaking point, yet he decides to keep going. What makes it remarkable is the paradox it contains: it is precisely when David admits his weakness (“I can’t do it!”) that his resolve seems strongest. This is not a simple feat of physical endurance but an existential struggle to defend the right to life and liberty. This moment lays the foundation for all subsequent heroic actions, proving that before one can become a hero, one must first master the art of survival.
” My heart smote me both with remorse and fear: remorse because we had traded upon her ignorance; and fear lest we should have anyway involved her in the dangers of our situation.”  (Stevenson, 2019, p. 280)
The text quote above is a Selflessness struggle. In the midst of his escape, David's regret after taking advantage of the girl who helped him becomes a quiet but powerful turning point. In contrast to the heroic action that is full of breakthroughs, this moment actually reveals the depth of David's soul. His guilt proves one thing: for him, self-preservation is not a reason to ignore others. Ironically, it is precisely in a critical situation - when the survival instinct should justify all means - that David shows an unshakable moral grip. This is not just regret, but a victory over dehumanization; a sign that at the end of pain, he still maintains his conscience. This struggle is what confirms him as a whole human being: able to survive without losing compassion. And in the trajectory of his story, this is the peak of his maturity - when toughness and humanity unite without conflict.
P. Chapter 27 – I Come to Mr. Rankellior
	No.
	Types of Struggle
	Novel Quote

	1.
	Heroism
	“I told him I was come to the Queensferry on business, and taking heart of grace, asked him to direct me to the house of Mr. Rankeillor.”
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“I told him I was come to the Queensferry on business, and taking heart of grace, asked him to direct me to the house of Mr. Rankeillor.” (Stevenson, 2019, p. 283)
The text quote above is a Heroism struggle. In the most critical moments, when the ragged David dares to ask for Rankeillor's address (p. 283), we witness the pinnacle of heroism full of paradoxes. It is not only his life that is at stake, but also his disturbed self-esteem. This small step has great meaning - not just an escape, but a revolution of the soul. Here we witness a touching metamorphosis: the young man who used to depend on Alan's protection, now stands alone as a person who determines his own destiny. This scene is like a mirror of his entire journey - an orphan fighting injustice with the simplest and most powerful weapon: unshakable truth.
Q. Chapter 28
	No.
	Types of Struggle
	Novel Quote

	1.
	Family
	“The estate is yours beyond a doubt... It matters nothing what your father signed, you are the heir of entail.”
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“The estate is yours beyond a doubt... It matters nothing what your father signed, you are the heir of entail.” (Stevenson, 2019, p. 295)

The text quote above is a Family struggle. When Rankeillor affirms that "the estate is yours beyond a doubt", David enters a quieter yet more devastating battlefield. It is no longer swords or bullets that he faces, but the long shadow of a family feud that undermines his identity as Balfour. This is not just a fight for inherited land, but an attempt to stitch back together the family's torn honor. What hits him most is the double burden that must be borne: the legacy of his father-uncle's grudge, and the bitter choice at the crossroads - to burn in anger or open the door to forgiveness. This is where we see the real David: no longer a boy who runs away from problems, but a man who dares to face the ghosts of his family with open eyes. The hardest test comes after victory - when what is needed is not the courage to swing the sword, but the breadth of heart to forgive.
R. Chapter 29 – I Come into My Kingdom
	No.
	Types of Struggle
	Novel Quote

	1.
	Heroism
	“I have no manner of inclination to rowt out my name to the country-side... what brings me here is another story, being more of your affair than mine.”

	
	
	“I am a gentleman; I bear a king's name... I would have you to ken that I am a gentleman.”

	
	Selflessness
	“My friends are no very well off... unless we can agree upon some terms, ye are little likely to set eyes upon him.”

	
	Never Giving Up
	“By the top of Glencoe, I will ram three feet of iron through your vitals.”
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“I have no manner of inclination to rowt out my name to the country-side... what brings me here is another story, being more of your affair than mine.” (Stevenson, 2019, p. 303)
The text quote above is a Heroism struggle. In this fragment, Alan—as David's voice—displays heroic fortitude. He refuses to reveal his identity, but does not waver in revealing the truth about the injustice inflicted on David by Ebenezer, his uncle. Here, the spirit of heroism shines through: through Alan, David carries the moral burden to fight injustice, even though he has to face an enemy in the form of a relative who is full of cunning schemes and lurking dangers. He not only fights for himself, but also tries to reveal the truth about Ebenezer's murder and betrayal plans. A brave step that is full of risks, both for the body and soul. In the light of Badio's thinking, heroism is manifested when someone is willing to stand at the forefront of the truth, shouldering responsibility even in the midst of threatening danger. David does it wisely: he chooses Alan as an intermediary, avoiding direct clashes that could end in disaster, but does not back down in fighting for justice.
“I am a gentleman; I bear a king's name... I would have you to ken that I am a gentleman.” (Stevenson, 2019, p. 306)
The text quote above is a Heroism struggle. Here, through Alan's words, David asserts that what he longs for is not empty praise or a false position, but merely his seized rights. A clear example of selflessness in Badio's philosophy—where one fights not for one's own gain, but for the sake of upholding the principle of justice. David does not ask Ebenezer to flatter him or bow down; all he demands is the return of his rightful inheritance. Behind this simple demand lies a purity of intention that is rarely found: it is not greed or lust for power that drives him, but a holy passion to straighten what is crooked, to right what has been twisted. Like a sword sharpened only to cut the bonds of injustice, not to slash for the sake of glory alone.
“My friends are no very well off... unless we can agree upon some terms, ye are little likely to set eyes upon him.” (Stevenson, 2019, p. 305)
The text quote above is a Selflessness struggle. Through this narrative, there is a soft appeal about the sanctity of blood ties and the inevitable moral burden. Alan, like David's conscience, cries out that it is not that easy for Ebenezer to abandon his nephew for the sake of worldly lust. In Badio's cosmology, family is not just a lineage, but a crucible that tests sacrifice, sincerity, and the tightness of the bonds of togetherness. David, although wounded by his uncle's inner torment, remains steadfast in fighting for his rights, not just worldly inheritance, but recognition of his existence as part of the family chain. This is a sacred resistance; an attempt to re-stitch the fabric of kinship that has been torn apart by arrogance and greed.
“By the top of Glencoe, I will ram three feet of iron through your vitals.” (Stevenson, 2019, p. 306)

The text quote above is a Never giving Up struggle. With a hoarse voice filled with thunder, Alan makes a bone-chilling threat, a manifestation of an uncompromising steely determination. Here, on the brink of the struggle, both Alan and David who stand behind him affirm: they prefer the dust of battle to the dust of defeat. Never giving up in Badio's philosophy is not just a tense muscle, but the fire of the soul that continues to burn even though the wind of death blows on the temples. Through Alan's words that are like drawn swords, David proves his willingness to risk his life for a shred of justice that has been stolen. This is the climax of the unequal duel against Ebenezer, a heroic resistance in which David refuses to submit to terror, refuses to crawl in fear. The threat itself is a psychic weapon, a brutal pressure to force his uncle to face two choices: to humbly admit his sins, or to give up the inheritance that has long been stolen.
S. Chapter 30 – Good-Bye
	No.
	Types of Struggle
	Novel Quote

	1.
	Never Giving Up
	“Go and do your duty; and be hanged, if you must, like a gentleman.”


[bookmark: _Toc202364364]Table 4. 19 Table 4.2.19 The Findings of The Struggle in The Chapter 30
“Go and do your duty; and be hanged, if you must, like a gentleman.” (Stevenson, 2019, p. 313)
The text quote above is a Never Giving Up struggle. As the embodiment of David's desire, Alan stands like an ambassador who plants the banner of their nobility. Every word is the jingle of a great sword, a reminder of the authority inherent in their blue blood. Here is implied heroism that shines like gold: not just physical courage, but the art of leading skillfully in the waves of crisis. David, although physically absent, is magically present through every hiss of Alan's threat. He is no longer a figure of an oppressed victim, but a maestro who brilliantly directs the symphony of this conflict. Like an invisible conductor, he moves the hands of fate with the certainty of a true nobleman. In Badio's canon, this kind of heroism is a delicate dance between authority and assertiveness, a choreography that David masters perfectly.
[bookmark: _Hlk198783935]David gradually but surely changes his character lines, forming a completely new personality through a long process of sharpening the soul in this journey full of obstacles. The struggles experienced by David will certainly change David's character itself, this is a change in character experienced by David after going through a long journey. At the beginning of his story, David Balfour is like a virgin white parchment - innocent, pure, and full of faith in the goodness of the world. His departure to the house of Ebenezer, his uncle, is like a baby bird leaving its nest for the first time, unaware that wolves in sheep's clothing are waiting outside. The cruel betrayal that robbed him of his freedom became a scalpel that completely dissected all illusions about the justice of the world. On the deck of the Covenant ship that was adrift in the middle of the ocean of life, David experienced a harsh lesson. Every whip of the captain, every cold look of the crew, and every scream of the other prisoners became brutal teachers who taught him valuable lessons about human nature. Here, among the merciless crashing waves, new shoots of character began to grow in his soul - intelligence, alertness, and courage that he had never realized before. His meeting with Alan Breck Stewart was like the meeting between water and fire. Alan, with his fiery and passionate personality, becomes a mirror that reflects David's hidden, yet unrealized sides. Their tumultuous friendship is like two swords sharpening each other - wounding each other but strengthening each other at the same time. 
On their escape through the Scottish highlands, every step becomes a test, every breath a meditation, and every danger faced a touchstone of character. Their physical journey across the rugged Highlands turns into a profound spiritual journey. Towering mountains teach steadfastness, deep valleys teach humility, and rushing rivers teach flexibility of spirit. Slowly but surely, David's narrow view of the world melts away like spring snow, replaced by a broader understanding of the complexities of life and justice. The climax of his transformation is seen when he finally comes face to face with Ebenezer. Standing before his uncle is no longer an orphan who is easily frightened, but a real man who has survived a thousand and one trials. His now confident smile, his sharp yet calm eyes, and his steadfast yet wise demeanor all tell the story of a soul tempered in the coals of experience.
David Balfour’s journey is an epic of the growth of the human spirit. Just as an acorn must weather storms to grow into a mighty tree, just as gold must pass through fire to attain its purity, so David’s character is forged through life’s unforgiving trials. From the ruins of his innocence, he builds a fortress of wisdom. From the tears of betrayal, he waters a garden of understanding. And from the darkness of fear, he gives birth to a bright dawn of courage. Ultimately, Kidnapped is not just a tale of physical adventure, but an inner odyssey of the transformation of the whole human being from innocence to maturity, from dependence to independence, and from doubt to conviction. David Balfour stands as a living monument to the power of the human spirit to rise, learn, and grow beyond all odds.
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[bookmark: _Toc202363186]CHAPTER V
[bookmark: _Toc202363187]CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTION

[bookmark: _Toc202363188]5.1 Conclusion
After analyzing the data, the conclusions could be drawn as below :
1. There were 28 struggles experienced by David Balfour, with a high level of validity based on Badio’s theory which consists of several types, namely : 7 Heroism type struggles, 11 Never Giving Up type struggles, 2 Family type struggles, 8 Selflessness type struggles.
2. There are no nationalism struggle found in the novel Kidnapped by Robert Louis Stevenson
These are the research findings that were successfully identified in Robert Louis Stevenson’s novel Kidnapped.
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[bookmark: _Toc202363189]5.2 Suggestions
Based on the findings and limitations of the study, the following suggestions can be submitted to further researchers:
1. It is hope that this research can provide new knowledge and insights for readers, especially English literature students.
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2. It is hope that this research can be used as a reference for further research.
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