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[bookmark: _Toc202363161]1.1 Background of Research
Literary works are a form of human creativity that is expressed through interesting language, aims to describe experiences, imaginations, or ideas, and often conveys life messages. (Abrams, 2009) asserts that “Literary works are a form of art that uses language as its medium, characterized by imagination, creativity, and aesthetic value that aims to provide a meaningful experience for the reader”. Meanwhile, In the view of (Rahman, 2022), Literary works are a form of human thought that can create a sense of beauty for those who read or feel it.
From these perspectives, it can be concluded that literary works are the result of the author's imagination, experience, and thoughts that are born from their interactions with the life of society, while also describing thought patterns, behavior, values, and various social aspects around them. In addition, literary works also have an aesthetic function, namely being able to present beauty through the use of interesting language and providing a deep experience that touches the emotions and minds of the readers. Sundari concluded that literary works are a reflection of the author's life and knowledge of the society around him. Meanwhile, Rahman explained that literary works are a form of human thought that can present beauty to readers. As one form of literary work, novels are one of the media used by authors to express their imagination, experiences, and thoughts through long and 
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complex stories.
A novel is a literary work in prose that is usually long and complex. As (Iriany, 2020) posits, a novel as an imaginative work expresses deep aspects of humanity and subtly presents them. Meanwhile, In the view of (Pulungan, 2022) a novel usually tells about human life in interacting with the environment and others.
From these perspectives, it can be concluded that a novel is an imaginative literary work that expresses aspects of humanity in depth, while also depicting human life in the context of interactions with the environment and others. Iriany concluded that novels function to present a deep understanding of human nature, as well as provide a subtle picture of the feelings, thoughts, and inner conflicts of the characters. Meanwhile, Pulungan explained that novels often tell about human life interacting with other people and the surrounding environment, and describe the social and emotional dynamics that occur in everyday life. Novels often describe the life journeys of their characters which are full of challenges, reflecting the struggle or struggle in facing various conflicts, both internal and external.
Struggle is a hard effort made by someone to overcome difficulties or challenges in life, be it personal problems or problems that come from outside. In the story, usually, the characters will struggle to face the obstacles they face. According to (Iriany, 2020), the aspect of struggle in the novel includes the soul, real actions, and spirit shown by the main character in facing experiences, challenges, and problems in life. Meanwhile (Rasyid, 2021) highlights, struggle in the novel reflects the tension between the main character and various external factors such as social, political, or natural forces. This struggle describes how the character struggles to survive or achieve certain goals despite facing great difficulties.
From these perspectives, it can be concluded that the struggle in the novel reflects the struggle of the main character in facing various challenges and conflicts in their lives. Iriany concluded that the aspect of struggle in the novel includes the soul, real actions, and spirit of the main character in facing life's experiences and problems. Meanwhile, Rasyid explained that struggle in the novel also reflects the tension between the main character and external factors such as social, political, or natural forces, which describe the character's struggle to survive or achieve goals despite facing great difficulties.
There are so many novels that have a struggle plot in their storyline, this has led to many theories about struggle being created by experts. This study uses (Badio, 2022) theory, which categorizes the struggles of the characters in the novel into several types, namely heroism, nationalism, never giving up, family, and self-sacrifice.
In the novel Kidnapped by Robert Louis Stevenson, the concept of struggle is seen through the life journey of the main character, David Balfour, who is trapped in a series of events that test his physical and mental strength. Since the beginning of the story, David has been forced to face various tough challenges after being kidnapped and taken to a strange place. His struggle not only revolves around trying to escape from his kidnappers but also about how he struggles to find his identity and understand the meaning of his life full of uncertainty. The external conflict that occurs between David and his kidnappers, as well as the internal conflict involving the search for identity, depicts a struggle that is full of dynamics. This struggle is the core of the storyline, which describes how humans try to survive and adapt in the face of unexpected life difficulties.
Based on the explanation above, the researcher is interested in taking the research title “The Main Character's Struggle of Robert Louis Stevenson Kidnapped”
[bookmark: _Toc202363162]1.2  Identification of Problems
There are so many problems that researchers found in this novel, namely:
1. The limited perspective of other characters in the story
2. The difficulty understanding the storyline of the struggle experienced by the main character
3. Having slow character development
[bookmark: _Toc202363163]1.3  Limitation of Problems
This research is limited to analyzing of the types of struggles found in Robert Louis Stevenson's novel Kidnapped. The main focus of this study is to identify and describe the various forms of experienced struggle by the main character, David Balfour, throughout the story.
[bookmark: _Toc202363164]1.4  Problems Statement
Problems of Research are:
1. What types of struggles are experienced by the main character in the novel Kidnapped by Robert Louis Stevenson?
2. How does the struggle make his character development throughout the novel Kidnapped by Robert Louis Stevenson?

[bookmark: _Toc202363165]1.5  Objectives of Research
Objectives of research are:
1. To identify what types of struggles are experienced by the main characters in the novel Kidnapped by Robert Louis Stevenson
2. To identify how the struggle shapes his character development throughout the novel Kidnapped by Robert Louis Stevenson

[bookmark: _Toc202363166]1.6  Significant of Research
Significance of research are:
1. Readers : Clarifies the struggle themes in Kidnapped
2. Future Researchers : Provides a foundation for studies on literary struggle
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