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In conclusion, Sister Carrie offers a profound critique of the social, economic, and gender structures that shape the lives of individuals, particularly women, in late 19th century America. Through Carrie Meeber’s journey, Theodore Dreiser explores the rigid gender roles, class divisions, and economic inequality that limit personal freedom and opportunities. Carrie’s reliance on men for financial support and her limited access to upward mobility highlight the entrenched patriarchy and gendered expectations that confined women to specific roles within society.
The novel also delves into the fragility of wealth and the instability of the capitalist system, illustrating how economic inequality is intertwined with both gender and class. Carrie’s success in the theater, while extraordinary, is deeply tied to her relationships with wealthy men, reinforcing the economic inequalities that women faced in their pursuit of independence.
Drawing on Fakih’s framework, the novel exemplifies how patriarchal control, social structures, and economic disparities perpetuate gender inequality. It also critiques the cultural and ideological forces that prioritize women’s beauty and sexuality over their personal achievements, further limiting their opportunities for genuine success. Although Sister Carrie does not explicitly explore intersectionality, the intersection of gender and class is evident in Carrie’s experiences, where her economic struggles as a working class woman compound her gendered oppression.
Ultimately, Sister Carrie serves as a powerful reflection of the complex systems of inequality that shaped the lives of women in a rapidly industrializing society, offering valuable insights into the ways in which social and economic structures continue to influence personal agency and societal roles.
[bookmark: _Toc194855711]5.2 Suggestion
Based on the findings of this research on Sister Carrie, several avenues for further exploration can be suggested for future researchers:
· Deepening the Analysis of Intersectionality: While this research touches on the intersection of gender and class in Sister Carrie, future research could delve deeper into the intersectionality of Carrie’s experiences. Specifically, scholars could explore how race, ethnicity, and other social markers may further complicate the experience of gender and class in late 19th century America. This would offer a more nuanced understanding of the multiple layers of oppression faced by women in the era.
· Exploring the Role of Urbanization and Industrialization: Future studies could focus on how the rapid urbanization and industrialization of America during the time period shaped the experiences of women, particularly those in the working class. Analyzing how economic transformations influenced gender roles and class mobility could provide a richer context for understanding Carrie’s struggles and successes within the capitalist system.
· Comparing Gender and Class Mobility Across Works: Researchers could compare the gendered experiences and class mobility depicted in Sister Carrie with those in other works of American naturalism or realism, such as Henry James's The Portrait of a Lady or Stephen Crane's Maggie: A Girl of the Streets. This comparative analysis could reveal broader trends in literature concerning the portrayal of women’s struggles in patriarchal and capitalist societies.
· Reevaluating the American Dream: Building on Dreiser’s critique of materialism and the American Dream in Sister Carrie, future research could examine how the novel critiques the idea of the American Dream from a feminist and socio economic perspective. Exploring the limitations of this ideal, particularly for women and the working class, would add to the ongoing debate about the attainability and fairness of the American Dream for marginalized groups.
· A Feminist Reinterpretation of Success in Sister Carrie: Future research could reexamine Carrie’s success in the theater world, offering a feminist reinterpretation of her achievements. This could involve questioning whether Carrie’s rise truly represents empowerment or whether it merely reflects her conformity to patriarchal structures and the exploitation of her beauty and sexuality. This could also lead to a discussion on the complexity of women's success in patriarchal systems, where their accomplishments are often mediated by societal expectations and the power dynamics of their relationships.
By pursuing these suggestions, future researchers can build on the critical insights presented in this study, contributing to a deeper understanding of the intersections between gender, class, and economic inequality in Sister Carrie and in American literature more broadly.
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