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5.1 [bookmark: 5.1_Conclusion][bookmark: _bookmark7]Conclusion
Based on the results of research and discussion on the analysis of nonverbal expressions in the drama performance of Timun Emas for children aged 10–18 years at the Forum Anak Sambirejo Timur (FASTi), several conclusions can be drawn as follows:
1. Forms of Nonverbal Expression in Drama
The Timun performance uses a lot of nonverbal expressions which include facial expressions, gestures, posture, eye contact, and voice intonation. Facial expressions are the most dominant component in conveying the character's emotions, for example the fear of the Timun Emas, the mother's affection, and the anger of Buto Ijo. Body movements and voice intonation also play a big role in emphasizing the conflict of the story. These findings support Ekman's (2003) theory that facial expressions are a universal form of communication that is able to convey emotions across cultures.
2. Children's Perception of Nonverbal Expressions

Children are able to capture the meaning of stories through nonverbal expressions. Most (80%) stated that they could understand the characters' feelings just by looking at facial expressions and body movements. Children aged 10–13 years tend to understand concrete visual aspects, while children aged 14–18 years are already able to grasp symbolic meanings, for example magical objects are understood
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as symbols of ingenuity and hope. This is in accordance with Piaget's theory (in Santrock, 2011) about cognitive development from the stage of concrete operation to the stage of formal operation.
3. The Effectiveness of Nonverbal Expressions in Conveying Moral Messages
The drama Timun Emas has proven to be effective in conveying moral values through nonverbal communication. Children not only understand the storyline, but also absorb the values of courage, ingenuity, and compassion. These results strengthen the research of Lestari (2021) which states that folklore is effectively used as a medium for character formation, and supports the findings of Amalia (2020) on the role of children's drama in increasing social empathy.
4. Children's Drama as a Character Education Media

Drama performances based on folklore can have a dual function, namely as entertainment and at the same time as a means of character education. Nonverbal communication has proven to be a medium that is easier for children to understand, in line with the view of Burgoon, Guerrero, & Floyd (2010) that nonverbal has a significant contribution in shaping the audience's understanding and emotional attitudes.
In general, it can be concluded that nonverbal communication in children's drama performances is not just supportive, but is at the core of conveying moral messages. The drama of Timun Emas at the
Forum Anak Sambirejo Timur succeeded in showing that nonverbal

expressions can be an effective means of character learning for children aged 10–18 years.
5.2 [bookmark: _TOC_250000]Suggestion
Based on the findings of the research, the author provides the following suggestions:
1. For Children's Theatre Activists
It is recommended to further optimize the use of nonverbal expressions in performances. Body movements, facial expressions, and voice intonation need to be deepened so that moral messages are conveyed more strongly. This is in line with the recommendation of Matsumoto & Hwang (2013) that nonverbal communication is the most effective means of conveying emotions to cross-age audiences.
2. For Teachers and Children's Facilitators

Children's dramas can be used as an alternative to character learning methods that are more fun than conventional methods such as lectures. The Timun Emas Performance can be used as an educational medium to instill the values of courage, honesty, and compassion. Teachers should take advantage of folklore-based dramas because they are relevant to children's lives and full of local cultural values (Lestari, 2021).
3. For Children's Forum (FASTi) and Similar Institutions

Art performances such as dramas should be held regularly, because in addition to entertaining, they are also effective as a means of character education. Children's Forum can make drama a medium

of expression as well as contextual learning according to children's needs.
4. For the Next Researcher

This research can be further developed by:

a. Comparing	the	effectiveness	of	verbal	and	nonverbal communication in children's drama.
b. Examine how children re-express moral values through role-play.

c. Conduct comparative research with other folklore to see how different their effects affect character formation.
1. For Parents

Parents are expected to support their children to engage in arts activities, especially local culture-based dramas. Thus, the child is not only entertained, but also learns moral values through emotional experiences.

5.3 [bookmark: 5.3__Closing]Closing
This study proves that nonverbal communication in the drama performance of Timun Emas is effective as a medium for conveying moral messages and forming children's character. Through facial expressions, body movements, eye contact, posture, and voice intonation, children aged 10–18 can understand the value of courage, ingenuity, and compassion well.
The results of this study are expected to enrich the study of nonverbal communication in the performing arts while making a practical

contribution to the world of education, art, and children's character development.
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