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The ability to speak English was a basic skill needed by someone in the information and globalization era, because the introduction and mastery of science and technology were mostly written and delivered in English. Starting from the world of education, work, to everyday life, English was increasingly being used. There were so many advantages if students were able to speak English, such as higher opportunities to research or work abroad. Currently, even though researching or working in the country, it was also required to include a certificate of English proficiency. The aim was to prove that language skills had been mastered because the learning or communication process in the workplace often involved language.
In this modern era there are many applications that can help students to improve their English skills, but here the researcher only focuses on one application, namely Duolingo which provides 66 different language courses available in 23 languages, there are 22 more courses that are still being developed (Teske, 2017) About 120 million users from all over the world have registered on this application. Duolingo is one of the most popular English learning applications for beginners today, because it has been downloaded by more than 200 million users and has around 30 translator languages. Uniquely, users will not feel bored learning foreign languages ​​through this application, because Duolingo is designed to resemble a game display that can be adjusted to your activities and learning style. Another advantage of Duolingo is that it provides daily reports of learning progress and materials that can be saved offline.
In learning, the use of media is an effort to create quality and support the learning process. So that students can enjoy participating in learning activities. Very helpful in conveying information and can help facilitate the teaching process and allows teachers to practice the principles of illustration of teaching and learning objects (Matra, 2020) Media is one of the things that can convey information between the source and the recipient (Indrasari, Novita, & Megawati, 2018).
Duolingo has a very motivating learning system that uses a strategy game mechanism to create learners in learning. This is made very similar to a computer game where participants must pass certain levels. Students must complete the tasks provided by the Duolingo application. For example, in speaking, students must be able to pronounce the sentences that have been provided correctly to proceed to the next, more complicated sentence stage. Users can complete various types of exercises including multiple choice, writing and also speaking through a microphone. Duolingo mainly uses drills and repetitive exercises in lessons.
Based on the pre-interview obtained from a teacher from at SMPS Nur Hasanah Medan, it has found that there are several students lacking motivation. Many students feel bored and unmotivated in learning English, resulting in low participation in speaking activities. Research by (Herlina, Yundayani, & Astuti, 2021) discusses the use of the Duolingo application as a technology-based learning media to improve students' speaking skills in English. The research was conducted with a qualitative approach and classroom action research design at a high school in Bandung, involving 35 students. Data were collected through observation, interviews, and tests. The results showed a significant increase in students' speaking skills in each cycle, with the percentage of learning completion increasing from 57.14% (cycle I) to 91.43% (cycle III). Duolingo has also been shown to increase students' self-confidence and motivation. These findings support the use of Duolingo as an alternative media in learning English.
Based on the background and formulation of the problem that has been explained, this research focuses on the use of the Duolingo application as a technology-based learning media in improving students' speaking skills. Unlike previous studies that were classroom action and focused on achieving KKM scores through several cycles, this research uses a qualitative descriptive approach to explore changes in students' self-confidence and speaking skills after using Duolingo. The instruments used are also more varied, such as in-app tests, interviews, assessment rubrics, and documentation. 
This research is expected to contribute to the development of innovative learning media that are in accordance with the needs of students in the digital era, as well as being a reference for teachers, the researcher, and education practitioners in implementing technology as part of an effective English learning strategy.
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Based on the background of the research, it can be identified problems related to this research:
1. Students have difficulty in speaking English since their lacking of good pronunciation.
2. Students are less interested in speaking English since the teacher often uses conventional way to teach speaking.
3. Students are less confident in speaking English
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Based on identification of the problem above, this research focuses on the analysis of students’ speaking ability of saying simple sentence using the Duolingo application on Speaking level basic, and this research limited for grade VII students of SMPS Nur Hasanah Medan in academic year 2024/2025 consisted of five participants.
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On the background of the research, the research problems of this research is formulated as the following: can students speak using Duolingo application?
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 The objective of the research is to describing the implementation of an analysis of students’ speaking skill using Duolingo application.
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The results of this research are expected to be beneficial both theoretically and practically elaborated in the following section.
1. Theoretically
The results of the research are expected to support theories dealing with        application to help students in improve their speaking skill
2. Practically 
 a. The results of this research are expected to give information to the English teachers, especially in guiding students to improving speaking skill effective way.
b. It is also expected to encourage students’ awareness for using the useful application like Duolingo in learning especially in improving speaking ability.










