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This research presents the results of data collected through tests, interviews, assessment rubrics, and documentation. This research aims to analyze students' speaking skills after using the Duolingo application. The research was conducted on five students of grade VII of SMPS Nur Hasanah Medan in the 2024/2025 academic year.
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In this research, the researcher analyzed the speaking ability of seventh grade students at SMPS Nur Hasanah Medan after using the Duolingo application. One of the instruments used was a speaking test through the speaking feature on the application. The following are the results of the researcher's observations of five students who were the subjects of the research:
1. WA
WA showed speaking skills that still need to be improved. Her pronunciation was not clear and sounded not fluent. This shows that WA still has difficulty pronouncing words in English correctly. Lack of clarity in pronunciation can hinder the process of effective oral communication.
2.MZY
MZY was able to pronounce phrases in English completely and enthusiastically. He showed enthusiasm in answering instructions from the application, and used good intonation when speaking. This shows that MZY has started to get used to speaking English with a natural and confident expression.
3. ZM
ZM appeared confident and expressive when speaking using the Duolingo application. She not only pronounced words fluently, but also used appropriate facial expressions and tone of voice. This shows that ZM has a good understanding of how to communicate verbally in English.
4. KMS
KMS seems to have to read first before speaking. She needs time to process and deliver sentences in English. This shows that although she is able to pronounce words, her speed and spontaneity in speaking are still low. KMS needs more time and practice to be able to speak more fluently and naturally. 
5. ANK
ANK shows good and clear pronunciation skills. She also seems confident when speaking through the application. Her ability shows that she already has a sufficient understanding of pronunciation and the courage to use English verbally.
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The interview was conducted to determine students' perceptions of the use of the Duolingo application in improving their speaking skills. The following is a summary of the results of interviews with five students:

1. WA
WA stated that she likes to imitate the voices from the Duolingo application and feels very happy using the application. She admitted that she often practices sentences such as "Hello, how are you?" in class. In addition, WA feels confident when using Duolingo and considers talking to a cellphone as easy.
Important statements:
"I like to imitate the voices from the Duolingo application."
"I am very confident using the Duolingo application."
"Just talk to the cellphone."
2. MZY
MZY6 said that learning to speak through Duolingo did not scare him. He felt comfortable because he could try many times and could find out if his words were wrong or right. MZY also mentioned that he understood the sound of words when spoken by the application.
Important statements:
"Learning to speak doesn't scare me."
"I record my voice so I know whether my answer is right or wrong."
“It’s not difficult to use the application.”
3. ZM
ZM initially felt confused using the application, but gradually understood it. She felt happier talking directly to her cellphone and was confident in saying simple sentences such as “My name is…”. ZM also stated that she is better at speaking with just one word and knows when to start speaking.
Important statements:
“I prefer talking to my cellphone.”
“I am better at speaking with 1 word.”
“I understand when to speak.”
4. KMS
KMS admitted that she was nervous at first, but she was able to learn slowly. She said that Duolingo helped her learn to pronounce words correctly and become more courageous in trying new words. She felt that this application was easy because she just followed the sound she heard.
Important statements:
“I was nervous but I was able to learn a new language.”
“I know how to pronounce words correctly.”
“It’s easy, just follow it.”
5. ANK
ANK stated that she likes using Duolingo because she can hear and immediately imitate the sound. She also said that she is not embarrassed to speak, finds it easier to memorize words, and can pronounce them immediately. ANK said that she can speak little by little and feels comfortable because she only talks to her cellphone.
Important statements:
"I like it because I can hear and join in the conversation."
"I memorize words and pronounce them immediately."
"I can speak little by little."
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Assessment of students' speaking ability was carried out using an analytical rubric that covers four main aspects, namely: fluency, pronunciation, content, and confidence. The assessment was carried out on a scale of 1(One) to 4(Four), where a score of 4(Four) indicates very good performance and a score of 1(One) indicates poor performance.
This rubric was compiled by adapting theories from (Brown, 2004), (CEFR, 2001) and (O'Malley & Pierce, 1996), which suggest that speaking assessment should be carried out analytically in order to describe students' strengths and weaknesses specifically.
The following is the assessment rubric used in this research:
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	Aspect
	Criterion 4
(Very Good)
	Criterion 3
(Good)
	Criterion 2
(Fair)
	 Criterion 1


	Fluency
	Speaks fluently without meaningful pauses.
	Speaks fairly fluently with a few pauses.
	Frequently pauses but can continue.
	Frequently pauses and has difficulty continuing.

	Pronunciation
	Clear pronunciation and almost perfect.
	Clear pronunciation with a few errors.
	Unclear pronunciation with several errors.
	Unclear pronunciation with many errors.

	Content
	Dialogue is highly relevant to the context and complete.
	Dialogue fits the context with minor deficiencies.
	Dialogue is somewhat off-context and fairly complete.
	Dialogue does not fit the context and is lacking in completeness.



Based on the results of the speaking test through the Duolingo application, 1. WA got the following scores:
1. Fluency
The student speaks quite fluently, although there are small pauses that indicate the thinking process. There are not too many pauses that interfere with understanding.
Score: 3 (Good)
2. Pronunciation
The pronunciation is quite clear but there are still some errors in pronunciation. These errors do not interfere with the meaning too much, but are still audible.
Score: 2 (Fair)
3. Content
The content of the conversation is in context and quite complete, although there are parts that can be contradictory. The message is conveyed well.
Score: 3 (Good)
4. Confidence
The student seems a little hesitant when speaking, there are some signs of lack of confidence such as unstable rising and falling intonation or a voice that is too soft.
Score: 2 (Fair)
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	Aspect
	Score
	Information

	Fluency
	3
	(Good)

	Pronunciation
	2
	(Fair)

	Content
	3
	(Good)

	Confidence
	2
	(Fair)



2. MZY got the following scores:
1. Fluency
MZY is able to speak quite fluently. He shows a relatively stable flow of conversation, although there are some small pauses when thinking. However, these pauses do not interfere too much with the flow of communication.
Score: 3 (Good) – The student speaks quite fluently, with a few pauses that are still reasonable.
2. Pronunciation
MZY pronunciation is quite good. Most words are pronounced clearly and can be understood. Although there are some minor errors in pronunciation, they do not interfere with understanding the message.
Score: 3 (Good) – Minor pronunciation errors, but can still be understood well.
3. Content
The content of the conversation delivered is quite relevant to the topic and is structured. However, the student can still develop ideas in more depth to make them more complex and informative.
Score: 3 (Good) – The content is quite appropriate and coherent, although not yet optimal.
4. Confidence
MZY shows a very confident performance. He speaks with a calm facial expression, a steady voice, and no hesitation. His steady gaze and body posture indicate that he is comfortable using English orally. This is a strong indicator of successful practice using the Duolingo app.
Score: 4 (Very Good) – The student shows high confidence and is comfortable when speaking.
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	Aspect
	Score
	Information

	Fluency
	3
	(Good)

	Pronunciation
	3
	(Good)

	Content
	3
	(Good)

	Confidence
	4
	(Very Good)



3. ZM got the following scores:
1. Fluency:
ZM speaks quite fluently and flowingly. There are some pauses, but they do not interfere with understanding. She can complete her sentences quite steadily.
Score: 3 (Good)
2. Pronunciation:
There are some pronunciations that are unclear or imprecise, especially in words ending in "-ed" and vowels. However, it is still understandable.
Score: 2 (Fair)
3. Content:
The content delivered is in accordance with the context. There is a sentence structure and ideas that are delivered well, although there are parts that could be developed more fully.
Score: 3 (Good)
4. Confidence:
ZM looks quite confident when speaking. Although not very expressive, she does not seem hesitant or nervous when conveying her opinion.
Score: 3 (Good)
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	Aspect
	Score
	Information

	Fluency
	3
	(Good)

	Pronunciation
	2
	(Fair)

	Content
	3
	(Good)

	Confidence
	3
	(Good)



4. KMS got the following scores:
 1. Fluency
There are some pauses and repetitions, but the student is able to complete the sentence.
Score: 2 (Fair)
2. Pronunciation
Pronunciation is quite clear, there are only a few minor errors that do not interfere with understanding.
Score: 3 (Good)
3. Content
The content is contextual and quite structured, although not too detailed.
Score: 3 (Good)
4. Confidence
The student appears quite confident, speaks with a steady voice and is not too hesitant.
Score: 3 (Good)
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	Aspect
	Score
	Information

	Fluency
	2
	(Fair)

	Pronunciation
	3
	(Good)

	Content
	3
	(Good)

	Confidence
	3
	(Good)



5. ANK got the following scores:
1. Fluency
ANK speaks quite fluently. Although there are small pauses, her delivery still flows and can be understood well.
Score: 3 (Good)
2. Pronunciation
Most of the pronunciation is quite clear and understandable. There are a few errors, but they do not interfere with the meaning.
Score: 3 (Good)
3. Content
The content is in accordance with the topic and is delivered logically. Sentences are quite structured, although they can still be developed more completely.
Score: 3 (Good)
4. Confidence
ANK looks very confident. She speaks with a steady voice, without hesitation, and shows good readiness.
Score: 4 (Very Good)
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	Aspect
	Score
	Information

	Fluency
	3
	(Good)

	Pronunciation
	3
	(Good)

	Content
	3
	(Good)

	Confidence
	4
	(Very   Good)
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Test and Interview Documentation
During the data collection process, the researcher documented two main activities, namely the speaking test and interviews. Documentation was carried out in the form of video recordings and observation notes, with the aim of strengthening the data and providing a real picture of students' speaking abilities after using the Duolingo application.
1. Speaking Test Documentation
The speaking test was carried out individually, with each student asked to deliver a short sentence or paragraph in English. The topics used were in accordance with the material they had learned through the Duolingo application. This activity was recorded using video and assessed based on four aspects: fluency, pronunciation, content, and confidence.
Based on the video documentation, it appears that students can deliver the material quite fluently and confidently. Although there were still some minor errors in pronunciation, overall students were able to convey the ideas or topics given well. Some students even showed mastery of appropriate vocabulary and expressions.
2. Interview Documentation
After the speaking test, the researcher continued with an interview session to explore students' experiences in using the Duolingo application. Interviews were conducted face-to-face and recorded.
The documentation results show that all students did not experience significant difficulties in using the Duolingo application. They felt helped because the application provided practical and easy-to-understand pronunciation exercises. In addition, the voice repetition and direct correction features in Duolingo were considered very helpful in increasing their confidence when speaking.
Most students said that using this application made learning English more fun, and they were motivated to continue practicing, especially in speaking skills.      
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The objective of the research was to analyze the speaking skills of grade VII students of SMPS Nur Hasanah Medan after using the Duolingo application. Based on data obtained through speaking tests, interviews, assessment rubrics, and documentation, a fairly clear picture is obtained regarding the effect of using the Duolingo application on students' speaking skills.
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Based on the results of the speaking test using the speaking feature on the Duolingo application, most students showed improvements in fluency, pronunciation, content, and confidence.
Although not all students achieved a high level of ability, the results showed that using Duolingo had a positive impact, especially in terms of confidence and pronunciation. For example, students such as MZY and ANK showed fairly good abilities with high scores in terms of confidence and pronunciation. They can speak fluently, clearly, and confidently, although there are still a few mistakes.
On the other hand, students such as WA and KMS still showed some difficulties, especially in terms of pronunciation and fluency. This showed that although the Duolingo application helped improve speaking skills, the success of its use was highly dependent on the intensity of practice and the individual's readiness to receive the material.
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The results of the interview showed that students gave positive responses to the use of the Duolingo application. Most students felt that this application was fun, easy to use, and provided a different learning experience from conventional methods. Features such as voice repetition and direct correction greatly helped them in understanding and imitating the correct pronunciation.
Some students, such as ZM and ANK, felt more comfortable talking on their cellphones than speaking in front of others, which suggests that the use of technological media such as Duolingo can reduce speaking anxiety. This is in line with Krashen's affective filter theory, where emotional factors such as self-confidence and comfort have a major influence on the success of language learning.
However, there were also students such as WA and KMS who still felt they needed more time to adjust. This indicates that independent learning through applications still needs to be accompanied by teachers or facilitators to help students understand the material more deeply and provide learning motivation.
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Analysis of the speaking assessment rubric shows that most students are in the “Good” category in the aspects of fluency, pronunciation, content, and confidence. No students scored 1 (poor) in all aspects, indicating that all participants have at least basic English-speaking skills that can be further developed.
Fluency Aspect: Most students are able to speak quite fluently with reasonable pauses. This shows that Duolingo is quite effective in getting students used to speaking English.
Pronunciation Aspect: There are still some mistakes, especially at the end of words and vowels. However, students are generally able to convey their meaning clearly, which shows an improvement from before.
Content Aspect: The content of students' speech is quite appropriate to the context, although not all are able to develop ideas in depth. This may be due to limited vocabulary or sentence structure that is still simple.
Confidence Aspect: This aspect shows quite high results, especially in students like MZY and ANK who appear confident when speaking. This shows that the use of interactive and personal applications such as Duolingo can increase students' self-confidence.
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Documentation in the form of video recordings and observation notes supports the data that students can convey their ideas in English quite well after using Duolingo. Learning activities through the application provide a more relaxed and enjoyable atmosphere, so that students are more motivated to try and are not afraid to make mistakes.
Interview recordings also strengthen the finding that most students feel helped in learning to speak through Duolingo. The voice repetition feature, direct correction, and interactive forms of practice are a special attraction that encourages students to continue practicing independently.
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	This research uses a qualitative descriptive approach to describe students' speaking ability after using the Duolingo application. Data were obtained through tests, interviews, assessment rubrics, and documentation, then analyzed descriptively to describe students' abilities, perceptions, and experiences in the process of learning to speak English using digital applications.
[bookmark: _Toc201184063][bookmark: _Toc204071944][bookmark: _Toc204072196][bookmark: _Toc204072330][bookmark: _Toc204072490][bookmark: _Toc204072645][bookmark: _Toc204072853]4.3.1 Analysis of Findings Based on Tests and Assessment Rubrics
From the results of the speaking test and assessment rubric, it was found that students' speaking ability varied in four main aspects:
Fluency: Most students were able to speak quite fluently, although there were still pauses or repetitions of words. Students such as MZY and ANK showed good fluency, while KMS and WA still seemed hesitant in constructing sentences spontaneously.
Pronunciation: Pronunciation is one of the main challenges. Some students such as ZM and WA still have difficulty pronouncing words clearly. However, using Duolingo helps them recognize the correct English sounds.
Content: The majority of students were able to convey the content of the conversation according to the context. However, the sentence structure and development of ideas are still simple and limited.
Confidence: This aspect shows the most significant improvement. Duolingo provides space for students to speak without social pressure. This is evident in students such as ANK and MZY who appear confident when speaking in front of their phones.
[bookmark: _Toc201184064][bookmark: _Toc204071945][bookmark: _Toc204072197][bookmark: _Toc204072331][bookmark: _Toc204072491][bookmark: _Toc204072646][bookmark: _Toc204072854]4.3.2 Analysis of Findings Based on Interviews
The results of the interviews show that students have a positive view of the use of the Duolingo application. Qualitative findings show three main patterns:
1. Duolingo increases the courage to speak
Most students stated that they felt more confident when practicing with the application because they did not have to speak directly in front of other people. Example statements:
> "I like talking to my cellphone, so I'm not embarrassed." (ZM)
2. Duolingo helps pronunciation and comprehension
The voice repetition feature in Duolingo helps students understand and imitate the correct pronunciation of words.
> "I know how to speak because I just follow the voice in the application." (KMS)
3. Duolingo makes learning more fun
Students feel happy because they can learn while playing and get direct feedback.
> "Learning is not scary. You can keep trying." (MZY)
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From the findings above, it can be seen that Duolingo is able to act as a speaking learning media that is:
Interactive and adaptive, because it provides direct feedback;
Provides a sense of security, because students are not afraid when they make mistakes;
Increases engagement, because the appearance is attractive and makes students feel challenged.	
	However, while these apps are effective in providing pronunciation practice and building confidence, their use does not completely solve problems with fluency or in-depth sentence structure development. 
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	This finding is in line with Stephen Krashen's theory of the Affective Filter Hypothesis, which states that second language learners will be more successful if they feel comfortable and not stressed. In this context, Duolingo helps reduce students' affective barriers, especially shame and fear of making mistakes.
            In addition, based on the communicative approach to language learning, speaking practice through technology such as Duolingo supports the language learning process that focuses on real language use, not just memorizing theory.
Significance of Findings and Research Novelty
	Based on comparisons with previous studies, this study has strong significance in providing an overview of the influence of the Duolingo app on junior high school students' speaking skills, particularly in pronunciation. The research findings indicate that regular use of Duolingo can help students develop confidence and accuracy in English pronunciation, although teacher guidance is still required in sentence structure and grammar.
Compared to:
Prawiyata & Barus (2021), who used vlogs in a university context to improve speaking skills, this study differs in terms of the level of students (junior high school) and the medium used (Duolingo).
Prawiyata & Sulistianingsih (2023) examined the influence of small group discussions using a quantitative approach, while this study used descriptive qualitative methods to explore students' learning processes and experiences in greater depth.
Ardiansah (2023) focused on the Project-Based Learning model and the use of gambits, and examined affective aspects (student attitudes). Meanwhile, this study places greater emphasis on real-time verbal skills through digital applications.
Youlanda & Wariyati (2023) also used Duolingo, but their focus was on junior high school students' grammar skills, not speaking or pronunciation skills.
From this comparison, it can be concluded that the novelty of this study lies in:
1. The focus on pronunciation aspects of speaking skills, rather than grammar or fluency in general.
2. The use of Duolingo with junior high school students is a primary medium, not a supplement, and not at the higher education level.
3. The qualitative descriptive approach, rarely used in Duolingo studies in the junior high school context, provides a richer understanding of the students' learning experiences.
4. The emphasis on technology integration in students' self-directed learning, while still highlighting the importance of teacher involvement in the classroom process.
Thus, this study makes a new contribution to the field of technology-based English language learning, particularly in the context of junior high school students in Indonesia.



