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CHAPTER 1
[bookmark: _GoBack]INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background Of Study

Readingisoneofthewaystogetinformation.Manypeoplehoweversuchaschildrens,parents,teachers,politiciansandresearcheshaveprobleminreading.TherearefourskillsthatwhatmusthavewhenlearnEnglish.Amongofthemarelistening,speaking,reading andwriting.ReadingisoneoftheskillsthatmustbepossessedwhenwelearnEnglish.Readingskillsbecomeveryimportantineducationfield,studentsneedtobeexercisedandtrainedinordertohaveagoodreading.Readingcomprehensionistheprocessofmakingmeaningfromtext.Thegoal,therefore,istogainanoverallunderstandingofwhatisdescribedinthetextratherthantoobtainmeaningfromisolatedwordsorsentences.
ManystudentsinschoolandincoursehavedifficultiesinreadingEnglishtextbuttheywilltrytocomprehendthethem.Thisisaproblemfacedbystudentsbecausetheycannotunderstandthetextandhowtoanswerthequestionwell.
Readingisveryimportantinourlives,becausebyreadingwhaatwecanknowtheworldanditscontents.Readinginterestandreadingcomprehensionareverycloselyrelated,becausewhen ones ourinterestinreadingisstrong,ourreadingcomprehensionabilitywillautomaticallyincrease.
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Theimportanceofreadingforstudentsincludes,amongotherthings,beingabletobroadeninsight,increaseknowledge,increasevocabularyandofcourseincreaseenthusiasmforstudentsinstudyingtoachievethedesiredgoalsbyreadingbooksbothoffline,namelyhardcopyprintedbooksandonline.
Thedevelopmentofscienceandtechnologyrequirespeopletohaveliteracyhabit.Thedevelopmentofliteracyisbecomemoreimportantasabasiccomprehensioninordertoprepareknowledgeforthefuture(Hunt,Carper,Lasley,Raisch,&Wissick,2013).Literacylearninghavetobeginfromearlychildhoodtogetoptimalresultthatusuallycalledasearlyliteracy.Oneoftheliteracyskillthatneedtobeimprovedisreadingliteracy.Readingcomprehensionhaveimportantroleinpeople’slife.Readingbecomeimportantbridgetothestudentswhowantstohaveintegratinginteractiveability(Springer,Harris,&Dole,2017).Readingisanactivitythatapplysomeofabilitiestoprocessreadingtextinordertounderstandthecontentofreading.Therefore,readingcanbecalledasanactivitytogettheinformationormessagethatdeliveredinwrittenlanguage.Apersonabletoread,notonlybecauseofcoincidencebutalsobecausesomeonelearnsandpracticestoreadatext.
TheDiscoveryLearningstrategyhasgreatpotentialtoimprovestudentunderstandinganddeveloptheircriticalthinkingskills(Bruner,1960).Initsimplementation,DiscoveryLearningdemandsdynamicinteractionbetweenteachersandstudents.


Teachersnolongeractasthesolesourceofinformation,butratherasfacilitatorswhoguidestudentsinthediscoveryprocess.Thisinteractioncantaketheformofquestions,feedback,discussions,andcollaboration,allofwhichcontributetotheconstructionofstudentknowledge.
However,theeffectivenessofDiscoveryLearningishighlydependentonhowthisinteractionisestablishedandthesocialdimensionscontainedwithinit.
Reading plays a crucial role in both personal development and active participation in society. Reading opens the door to knowledge, improves critical thinking skills, enriches vocabulary, and helps us understand the world around us. Reading is also a crucial skill for academic and professional success. Reading can improve literacy itself. With this literacy, we can better adapt to global developments and the times. Lack of literacy makes it extremely difficult to compete in the workforce and survive in today's world.
IndonesianstudentsoftenfindproblemsinreadingEnglishtextssinceEnglishisaforeignlanguageforthemanddifferentfromIndonesian.ProblemsinunderstandingEnglishtextsalsohappentothestudentsinclassVIIIMTsSKB3MenteriBingkat.StudentsinthisschoolhavealowabiltyinreadingEnglishtext.AllofthestudentscanbereadbutonlyafewofstudentscancomprehendorcanunderstandwhattheyhavereadespeciallyEnglishtext.ItbecausemanyfactorssuchasthestudentsconsiderthatEnglishisasubjectthatverydifficult,boredandscaresbecausemeaningandlettersaredifferent.TheotherfactoristheteacheralwaysusesthesamemethodtoteachEnglishsubjectlikethedirectmethod.So,thestudentswerenotinterestedinreading.Theyoftenwaitedfortheteachertotranslatethetextsforthemoraskedthemeaningofdifficultwordsratherthantriedtofinditbythemselves.ThisisaffectedbecausethestudentnotinterestinreadingEnglishtext.Sometimesstudentsjustfollowedwhatwasspokenbytheteacherwithoutseeingthetextreading.Lackofmotivationtoreadmaketheabilityofthestudentsreadingbecomeslow.
Nunan (2003) explains that reading comprehension is an active cognitive process that requires readers to integrate their background knowledge with the information presented in a text. Through this interaction, readers are able to construct meaning, interpret ideas, and achieve a deeper understanding of the reading material.
Snow (2002) states that reading comprehension involves both obtaining information from a text and actively building meaning from it. Successful comprehension is influenced by the reader's abilities, the characteristics of the text, and the reader's purpose for engaging with the reading activity.Woolley (2011) argues that reading comprehension is a multifaceted process involving several cognitive skills, including vocabulary knowledge, language understanding, reasoning, and background knowledge. Readers must process both directly stated and implied information to fully understand a text.
Carlisle (2000) explains that effective reading comprehension depends on the combination of accurate word recognition and the ability to understand language in context. Both decoding skills and language comprehension contribute significantly to successful reading performance.Day and Bamford (1998) emphasize that reading comprehension improves when learners become actively involved in the reading process by using effective reading strategies and connecting new information with their existing knowledge.
This research is expected to provide significant contributions to the development of more effective and student-centered Discovery Learning strategies. In addition, this study also pays attention to how the teaching materials make students creative and enthusiastic so that their interest in reading English texts increases, then automatically the ability to understand and answer questions will be easier.

1.2 Identification of Problem

Based on the background of the problem that has been described above, the identification of the problem that will be used as research material is as follows.First,Students have difficulty understanding the meaning of new words, phrases, or expressions in the text, making it difficult to understand the main ideas conveyed.Second, Students are unable to answer questions that require a deep understanding of the contents of the text, for example questions about text genre.Third, Students are less interested in reading and understanding texts. Fourth, Teachers still use conventional learning methods that are less motivating for students, such as lectures or methods that are not varied.



1.3 LimitationofProblems

The research in this thesis is intended to choose and identify the problem andtry to find out the students achievement in reading English especially ability of The grade VIII MTs SKB 3 MenteriBingkatSerdangBedagai.To make this research clearer and more specific about this research, the limitations of this research are: English teaching with a discovery learning approach in reading skills in the form of developing teaching materials. The Spiritual approach based on discovery learning here means that students are given brainstorming on interesting text readings and are invited to analyze the structure of the text, such as titles, paragraphs, new vocabulary and text structure, then present the results of their work in front of the class.
Then after the writer will try to give some ways to solve the problem whichhave to deal with in this research, the writer use the reading English text which take from the books use for The grade VIII MTs SKB 3 MenteriBingkatSerdangBedagai.Therefore, this study aims to address these research gaps by investigating the effectiveness of Discovery Learning in improving the reading comprehension of eighth-grade students at Madrasah Tsanawiyah SKB 3 MenteriBingkat, SerdangBedagai. This research not only focuses on measuring the improvement of students' reading achievement but also seeks to provide a more comprehensive explanation of how Discovery Learning can be implemented during the teaching and learning process. The study emphasizes the role of each stage of Discovery Learning in helping students develop essential reading comprehension skills, including identifying the main idea, finding specific information, making inferences, understanding vocabulary in context, recognizing references, and drawing conclusions from a text. By examining these aspects, this research is expected to provide a deeper understanding of the learning process rather than focusing only on the final learning outcomes.
Furthermore, this study is expected to provide empirical evidence regarding the application of Discovery Learning in the context of English language teaching at an Indonesian Islamic junior high school, particularly at Madrasah Tsanawiyah SKB 3 MenteriBingkat. Since previous studies have mostly been conducted in different educational settings, this research is expected to enrich the existing knowledge by presenting findings from a different learning environment. The results of this study may also provide a clearer description of how Discovery Learning encourages students to become more active, independent, and confident in constructing their own understanding while reading English texts. In addition, this research is expected to identify the strengths and challenges encountered during the implementation of Discovery Learning so that teachers can better understand how to apply this strategy effectively in their classrooms.
Finally, the findings of this study are expected to contribute both theoretically and practically. Theoretically, this research will enrich the literature on Discovery Learning and its contribution to improving students' reading comprehension in English language teaching. Practically, the findings are expected to provide useful information and recommendations for English teachers in selecting appropriate teaching strategies that can create a more active, meaningful, and student-centered learning environment. The results may also benefit school administrators by providing evidence to support the implementation of innovative teaching methods in English classrooms. Moreover, this study is expected to become a valuable reference for future researchers who wish to conduct similar studies in different educational levels, school contexts, or English language skills. By filling the existing research gaps, this study is expected to make a meaningful contribution to the improvement of English language teaching and learning, especially in developing students' reading comprehension through the implementation of Discovery Learning.
Research Gap
Although Discovery Learning has been widely recognized as an effective instructional model, several research gaps remain. Previous studies have primarily examined its effectiveness in improving students' motivation, critical thinking skills, problem-solving abilities, and overall academic achievement (Suhada et al., 2024; Nurzaelani et al., 2025). These studies consistently report positive outcomes, indicating that Discovery Learning encourages active participation and meaningful learning.
However, only a limited number of studies have specifically investigated the implementation of Discovery Learning in teaching reading comprehension in English as a Foreign Language (EFL) classrooms, particularly at the junior secondary school level. Most previous research has focused on science, mathematics, or vocational education rather than English language learning.
Furthermore, many existing studies emphasize students' learning outcomes without providing detailed descriptions of how Discovery Learning can be implemented to improve different aspects of reading comprehension, such as identifying the main idea, finding specific information, making inferences, understanding vocabulary in context, and drawing conclusions from a text.In addition, only a limited number of studies have examined how students actively participate in each stage of the Discovery Learning process during reading activities. Most previous research focuses on the final achievement rather than explaining how each phase of Discovery Learning contributes to the development of students' reading comprehension skills. Moreover, there is still insufficient evidence regarding the effectiveness of Discovery Learning in improving reading comprehension among junior high school students, particularly in Islamic junior high schools (MTs). Therefore, further research is needed to provide a more comprehensive understanding of how Discovery Learning can be implemented effectively in reading classes and how it influences students' reading comprehension throughout the learning process.
Another gap is related to the learning context. Most previous studies were conducted in urban schools or schools with relatively adequate learning facilities. There is still limited empirical evidence regarding the effectiveness of Discovery Learning in private Islamic schools (Madrasah Tsanawiyah) or schools located in rural areas, where students have different learning characteristics and limited educational resources.
Therefore, this study aims to address these gaps by investigating the effectiveness of Discovery Learning in improving eighth-grade students' reading comprehension at a Madrasah Tsanawiyah SKB 3 MenteriBingkatSerdangBedagai. It is expected that this study will contribute both theoretically to the literature on Discovery Learning in English language teaching and practically to the development of effective reading instruction in Indonesian EFL classrooms.
Phenomenon Gap
Reading comprehension is one of the essential skills that students must master in learning English because it enables them to understand, interpret, and analyze written information. However, the reality in many junior high schools indicates that students still experience considerable difficulties in comprehending English texts. They often struggle to identify the main ideas, infer implicit information, understand vocabulary in context, and draw conclusions from reading passages. As a result, many students achieve reading scores below the expected learning standards.
One of the factors contributing to this problem is the continued use of teacher-centered instructional practices. In many English classrooms, teachers still rely heavily on explanation, translation, and question-and-answer activities, while students play a passive role in the learning process. This situation limits students' opportunities to explore reading materials independently, develop critical thinking skills, and construct meaning from texts.
Although the Discovery Learning model has been widely recommended as a student-centered instructional approach that encourages active learning, inquiry, and problem-solving, its implementation in English reading classes remains relatively limited. In practice, many teachers face challenges in applying Discovery Learning effectively because of limited instructional time, insufficient learning resources, and students' varying levels of English proficiency. Consequently, the potential benefits of Discovery Learning in improving students' reading comprehension have not been fully realized.
This phenomenon indicates a discrepancy between the expectations of the current curriculum, which emphasizes active, student-centered learning, and the actual classroom practices, where conventional teaching methods are still dominant. Therefore, further research is necessary to investigate how the implementation of Discovery Learning can improve students' reading comprehension, particularly among eighth-grade students in junior high schools.

1.4 Formulation of Problem

	Referring to the background described above, there are several problems that can be formulated. In general, the formulation of the problem of this study is how to apply the Discovery Learning strategy to the ability to read and understand English texts. 
The specific formulation of the problem in this study is as follows :
a. How is the development reading comprehension of English language text students of class VIII MTs SKB 3 MenteriBingkatSerdangBedagaibefore the Discovery Learning strategy is implemented?
b. How is the reading comprehension ability validaty/fleksiblilityof class VIII students of MTs SKB 3 MenteriBingkatSerdangBedagaiafter the Discovery Learning strategy is implemented?
c. How is the effectiveness of the Discovery Learning strategy on the reading comprehension skills of class VIII students at MTs SKB 3 MenteriBingkatSerdangBedagai?

1.5 Objectives of TheResearch

	In general, this study aims to obtain an overview of learning using the discovery learning strategy on the reading comprehension ability of class VIII students of MTs SKB 3 MenteriBingkat. The objectives of this study are to: 
1. Describe the reading comprehension ability of class VIII students of MTs SKB 3 MenteriBingkatbefore the discovery learning strategy is applied. 
2. Describe the reading comprehension ability of class VIII students of MTs SKB 3 MenteriBingkat after the discovery learning strategy is applied. 
3. Describe the effectiveness of the applicationdiscovery learning strategy on the reading comprehension ability of class VIII students of MTs SKB 3 MenteriBingkat.

1.6 Contribution of The Research

Based on the background of the problem underlying this research, the benefits of this research are as follows:
A. Theoritically
This research is expected to contribute to the development of social interaction theory in the context of education, particularly in English language learning with the Discovery Learning model. 
B. Practically
In practice, the significance of this research includes its relevance to researchersorotherstudiesrelated,socialdimensions,andtheDiscovery Learning model inEnglishlanguage learning. 
The followingare thedescription of these significances:
1. Forresearcher:
Thisresearchcanserveasareferenceandfoundationforfurther research on reading comprehension skill in English language learning, especiallyusingtheDiscoveryLearningmodel. It can also provide inspiration for the development of quantitative research methodologies in the context of education.Furthermore, this research offers valuable directions for scholars who wish to explore the effectiveness of various instructional models in improving literacy outcomes. It may inspire the formulation of new hypotheses related to cognitive, metacognitive, and sociocultural factors influencing reading comprehension. In this regard, researchers can replicate, modify, or extend the study to different educational levels, linguistic contexts, or learning environments, thereby strengthening the generalizability and validity of findings in this field.In addition, this study opens opportunities for Research and Development (R&D) activities aimed at designing, developing, and validating innovative instructional materials, strategies, and digital tools that support reading comprehension. Researchers can build upon the conceptual framework presented in this study to create models, modules, or intervention programs that integrate technology and discovery learning principles to enhance student engagement and comprehension.
From a methodological perspective, this study also contributes to the advancement of quantitative and mixed-method research designs in education. It provides a basis for further exploration using experimental, quasi-experimental, or design-based approaches to assess the impact of different pedagogical interventions. Researchers are encouraged to apply more robust statistical analyses and longitudinal designs to capture the dynamic nature of reading development over time.
2. Forteacher:
This research is expected to provide teachers with insights into thereading comprehension skill that influence interactions intheclassroom. It is also expected to help teachers better understand how ideology can influence their learning practices. Based on the research findings, teachers can develop more effective and inclusive learning strategies, and create a positive and empowering learning environment for students.Thisresearchcanalsoserveasabasisforteacherprofessional development in terms of facilitating quality classroom interactions.
3. Forstudent:
This research is expected to provide students with a deeper understanding of the importance of positive, meaningful, and constructive interaction in the learning process, particularly in the context of developing reading comprehension skills. By engaging in interactive and collaborative learning environments, students are encouraged to become more active participants rather than passive recipients of knowledge.
Through the implementation of strategies that promote student-centered learning, this research aims to help students recognize their essential role as co-constructors of meaning during reading activities. It will also enable them to develop a sense of autonomy, responsibility, and motivation in learning. As students interact with their peers and teachers, they learn to exchange ideas, question assumptions, and construct new knowledge collectively—processes that are vital for improving reading comprehension and overall academic achievement.
Furthermore, this study encourages students to cultivate their critical thinking, problem-solving, and interpretative skills by engaging with various types of texts. By learning how to analyze, evaluate, and synthesize information effectively, students can enhance their ability to understand complex ideas and apply their knowledge to real-life contexts.
In addition, this research is expected to foster positive attitudes toward reading and learning in general. When students perceive reading as an engaging and purposeful activity, they are more likely to develop intrinsic motivation and lifelong literacy habits. Ultimately, the findings of this study can empower students to become more reflective, independent, and confident learners who can actively contribute to the classroom community and to their own intellectual growth.
4. For School
This research is expected to provide valuable insights and contributions to the school as an educational institution. The findings of this study can serve as a foundation for schools to evaluate and enhance their existing teaching and learning programs, particularly those related to reading comprehension instruction. By understanding the factors that influence students’ reading comprehension abilities, schools can design more effective literacy programs that align with current educational standards and promote holistic student development.
Moreover, the research outcomes can help schools identify the strengths and weaknesses of their instructional systems, especially in fostering interactive and engaging learning environments. Schools may utilize the findings to encourage the implementation of evidence-based teaching methods—such as discovery learning—that promote active participation, critical thinking, and meaningful understanding among students. These approaches can contribute to improving not only reading skills but also students’ overall academic performance and confidence in learning.
This study also emphasizes the importance of school leadership in supporting a culture of collaboration, reflection, and professional growth among teachers. By facilitating workshops, professional learning communities, and peer observation programs based on the results of this research, schools can promote continuous improvement in teaching practices. The development of such a learning-oriented culture can enhance teacher competence, motivation, and innovation in designing reading comprehension lessons.
Additionally, the research findings can assist school administrators in developing policies and curricula that prioritize literacy as a fundamental component of education. Strengthening literacy programs across grade levels will not only improve students’ comprehension abilities but also contribute to the school’s overall academic excellence and reputation.
In a broader sense, this research supports the school’s mission to provide inclusive and equitable education for all learners. By promoting reading comprehension as a core literacy skill, schools can help bridge learning gaps, foster social inclusion, and empower students to become critical and independent thinkers prepared for lifelong learning. Ultimately, the implementation of insights derived from this research will enable schools to create a more dynamic, student-centered, and literacy-rich learning environment.
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