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CHAPTERV

DISCUSSION


A. [bookmark: _GoBack]Conclussion
The goal of this research was to enhance students’ reading comprehension skills through the application of the Discovery Learning method. To evaluate its effectiveness, we conducted a pre-test and a post-test for students before and after the treatment was implemented.The quantitative results showed a notable increase in the reading comprehension scores of the students. The total score for the pre-test was 1,260, while the total score for the post-test rose to 2,270. This demonstrates a significant enhancement in the students’ reading abilities after they engaged with the Discovery Learning approach.
In terms of average scores, if we consider that 28 students took part in the study, the mean pre-test score would be 42.75, while the mean post-test score would jump to 81.07. This 38.32-point increase highlights a considerable improvement in the students’ capability to comprehend reading materials.This advancement can be interpreted as a reflection of the benefits of the Discovery Learning method, which promotes a more active, analytical, and reflective approach to learning. 
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The improvement in students' performance suggests that Discovery Learning creates a more meaningful learning environment by encouraging learners to become active participants in the learning process. Instead of relying solely on teacher explanations, students were given opportunities to explore reading texts, identify important information, discuss ideas collaboratively, and draw conclusions independently. This learning process enabled students to develop deeper comprehension, strengthen their critical thinking skills, and improve their ability to analyze written texts.
These findings are consistent with the principles of constructivist learning theory, which emphasize that knowledge is more effectively acquired when learners actively construct their own understanding through exploration and experience. Discovery Learning provides students with opportunities to investigate, analyze, and interpret information independently, allowing them to develop stronger cognitive skills and a more comprehensive understanding of reading texts.
Based on the results of this study, it can be concluded that Discovery Learning is an effective instructional method for improving students' reading comprehension skills. The method not only enhances students' academic achievement but also promotes critical thinking, independent learning, collaboration, and active classroom participation. Therefore, English teachers are encouraged to integrate Discovery Learning into reading instruction as an alternative strategy to create more engaging and student-centered learning experiences.

Moreover, the implementation of Discovery Learning increased students' motivation and engagement during English lessons. Throughout the learning activities, students became more enthusiastic about participating in discussions, asking questions, solving problems, and sharing their opinions. This active involvement not only enhanced their understanding of the reading materials but also helped build their confidence in learning English. The collaborative nature of Discovery Learning also encouraged students to communicate effectively with their peers, creating a more interactive and supportive classroom atmosphere.
By utilizing guided discovery, students were able to develop their own understanding of the reading texts, rather than depending solely on explanations from the teacher.
This improvement demonstrates that Discovery Learning effectively enhances students’ active participation, critical thinking, and analytical ability in reading comprehension. Through guided discovery, students were encouraged to explore the meaning of texts, identify main ideas, make inferences, and construct understanding based on their own reasoning. The learning process shifted from teacher-centered to student-centered, fostering a deeper engagement and ownership of learning.
Furthermore, Discovery Learning was proven to promote not only academic achievement but also learning motivation and confidence. Students became more enthusiastic in participating in classroom activities because they were directly involved in discovering knowledge rather than merely receiving information passively.
In conclusion, this research confirms that the Discovery Learning approach is an effective and innovative strategy for improving reading comprehension among junior high school students. It provides a meaningful learning experience that helps students develop essential reading strategies and higher-order thinking skills.
Therefore, it is recommended that English teachers apply Discovery Learning in their teaching process, particularly in reading comprehension lessons. By doing so, they can create an active, engaging, and reflective classroom environment that promotes deeper understanding and long-term learning outcomes.
B. Discussion  
Discovery Learning has been extensively investigated as an instructional model in various educational settings. Previous studies consistently report that Discovery Learning promotes active learning, critical thinking, problem-solving skills, learning motivation, and academic achievement. For example, Suhada et al. (2024) found that Discovery Learning significantly increased students' learning motivation because it encouraged learners to participate actively in the learning process. Likewise, Nurzaelani et al. (2025) emphasized that Discovery Learning remains highly relevant in the digital era because it supports inquiry-based learning, independent knowledge construction, and the development of twenty-first-century competencies, including critical thinking, collaboration, creativity, and digital literacy.


Despite these positive findings, several research gaps remain.
First, most previous studies have investigated Discovery Learning in science, mathematics, vocational education, and other content subjects. Comparatively fewer studies have examined its application in English as a Foreign Language (EFL), particularly in teaching reading comprehension. Consequently, empirical evidence regarding the effectiveness of Discovery Learning in improving English reading comprehension is still limited.
Second, studies on Discovery Learning in English language teaching often focus on general English achievement or overall language proficiency rather than specific reading comprehension skills. Reading comprehension involves multiple cognitive processes, such as identifying the main idea, locating specific information, making inferences, understanding vocabulary in context, identifying references, and drawing conclusions. These components have not been examined comprehensively in many previous studies using Discovery Learning.
Third, previous research generally reports that Discovery Learning improves learning outcomes but provides limited explanation of how each stage of the Discovery Learning process contributes to students' reading comprehension. The relationship between the stages of stimulation, problem statement, data collection, data processing, verification, and generalization and the development of reading comprehension skills remains underexplored.
Fourth, most empirical studies have been conducted in public schools, urban schools, or vocational schools with relatively adequate educational resources. There is still limited evidence concerning the implementation of Discovery Learning in Islamic secondary schools (Madrasah Tsanawiyah), especially private madrasahs, where students' learning characteristics, classroom environments, and educational facilities may differ significantly.
Fifth, although Discovery Learning is considered an effective student-centered learning model, relatively few studies have examined its implementation within the context of the current Indonesian curriculum, which emphasizes higher-order thinking skills, active learning, and independent learning. Therefore, further investigation is needed to determine whether Discovery Learning can effectively support these curriculum objectives in English reading instruction.
Based on these gaps, the present study investigates the implementation of Discovery Learning to improve eighth-grade students' reading comprehension. Specifically, this study focuses on students' ability to identify the main idea, locate specific information, infer meaning, understand vocabulary in context, identify references, and draw conclusions from English texts. Furthermore, this research is conducted in a private Madrasah Tsanawiyah, thereby providing empirical evidence from a context that has received relatively little attention in previous studies.
Therefore, this study is expected to enrich the literature on Discovery Learning in English language teaching by providing empirical evidence regarding its effectiveness in improving reading comprehension among junior secondary school students in the Indonesian EFL context.

1. The Impact of Discovery Learning on Reading Comprehension  
The results indicated a notable improvement in reading comprehension among students following the implementation of Discovery Learning. Prior to the intervention, many students struggled with pinpointing main ideas, drawing inferences, and grasping the details within a text. However, after engaging in several Discovery Learning sessions, students displayed increased independence and confidence in deciphering text meanings.  
The Discovery Learning approach encourages students to observe, question, hypothesize, experiment, and ultimately reach conclusions, a method highlighted by Jerome Bruner (1961). This active engagement fosters a deeper level of cognitive involvement, which is crucial for comprehending reading materials. When students uncover information on their own, they are more likely to retain it and utilize it effectively in various situations.  
In this research, the substantial rise from 1,200 to 2,270 clearly illustrates an improvement in learning outcomes following the application of Discovery Learning. This observation corroborates findings from earlier studies by Hosnan (2014) and Suryani (2018), which concluded that Discovery Learning enhances students’ higher-order thinking skills, which are closely tied to reading comprehension.
2. Students’ Reactions to Discovery Learning  
From observations and interviews conducted in the classroom, it was evident that most students had a favorable view of discovery learning in their reading classes. They noted that this approach made learning more enjoyable, challenging, and significant when contrasted with traditional lecturing methods.  
Students felt more inspired to engage in discussions, ask questions, and seek answers within the texts. This transition from passive to active learning enhanced their sense of ownership in the learning journey and fortified their critical reading abilities.  
Additionally, the collaborative components of discovery learning fostered improved interaction among peers. Students collaborated in groups to decode challenging words, analyze main ideas, and derive meanings from the texts. These exchanges promoted cooperative learning and bolstered students' confidence in articulating their viewpoints on the reading materials.  

3. Comparing with Traditional Teaching Approaches	
In traditional teaching, instructors typically present the material directly, while students listen and respond to comprehension questions in a passive manner. This teacher-centered model often curtails students’ critical thinking and curiosity. On the other hand, Discovery Learning places the spotlight on the students. In this model, the teacher serves as a facilitator rather than merely a provider of information. Students engage with texts, form hypotheses about their meanings, and confirm their understanding through dialogues and guidance. This method not only enhances reading comprehension but also fosters other vital skills, such as communication, collaboration, and metacognitive awareness — all crucial elements for success in the 21st century.
4. Theoretical Implications
The results align with Bruner’s constructivist theory, which asserts that learning is an engaging process in which individuals build new concepts based on their existing knowledge. In the realm of reading comprehension, when students actively seek to uncover meanings, their insights become deeper and more enduring. 
Additionally, the research bolsters schema theory, indicating that understanding occurs when readers tap into their prior knowledge and relate it to new information in texts. Discovery Learning effectively encourages schema activation as it prompts students to connect their experiences with the material they are reading.
C. Implications of the Research
Based on the research, the researcher give some suggestion as follow:
1. For Teachers 
Teachers are encouraged to incorporate Discovery Learning within their reading classes to enhance student engagement. By creating activities that foster prediction, exploration, and reflection, educators can help students gain a deeper understanding of texts.The teacher should be able to make all students involved in the readingprocess. One of many ways to make the students involved in teaching readingprocess is using start simple stories extensive reading method.
1. For Students
The researcher expected that students can develop theireading. They have to practice more not only in the class, so they can solvetheir problem in understand the English text.Students should be encouraged to engage in independent exploration of information, ask questions, and seek out meanings on their own. This level of autonomy will not only boost their reading comprehension but also foster essential lifelong learning skills.
2. For Curriculum Developers 
Curriculum developers should weave the principles of Discovery Learning into reading comprehension lessons, focusing on process-based learning rather than solely on end results.
3. For Future Research 
Future research could explore the integration of Discovery Learning with digital or cooperative learning strategies in order to further enhance both reading skills and student motivation.To the other researchers, this research was expected to give usefullinformation to the other researchers about start simple stories extensivereading method which used to improve the students’ reading ability. It couldbe used as reference of research which related to this title.
D. Study Limitations 
While the results were encouraging, there were certain limitations in this study:  
1. The participant pool was relatively small, meaning the results may not apply to all student groups.  
2. The treatment period was brief (just 2month), which may not sufficiently reveal any long-term impacts.  
3. The assessment predominantly utilized written tests; incorporating qualitative methods like think-aloud protocols in future research could provide insights into more complex cognitive processes.  
4. We did not account for external influences such as student motivation, reading habits, and their home environments.  
5. Even with these limitations, the study offers important insights into how Discovery Learning can enhance reading comprehension.
E. Conclusion and Suggestions
1. Conclusion
Based on the research findings and data analysis, it can be concluded that:There was a significant improvement in students’ reading comprehension after implementing the Discovery Learning method, The total score increased from 1,260 (pre-test) to 2,270 (post-test), indicating a meaningful enhancement in comprehension ability.Discovery Learning made students more active, curious, and reflective readers.The method effectively improved key reading skills such as identifying main ideas, finding details, inferring meanings, and understanding vocabulary.Therefore, Discovery Learning can be considered an effective pedagogical strategy to enhance students’ reading comprehension in English learning contexts.
2. Suggestions
Based on the findings of this study, the researcher would like to provide several suggestions. Teachers are encouraged to continue applying the Discovery Learning strategy in teaching reading comprehension because it has been proven to improve students' reading comprehension achievement. However, teachers should adjust the learning activities based on students' abilities and learning needs so that every student can participate actively during the learning process. Teachers should also provide appropriate guidance whenever students experience difficulties in discovering information from the reading texts. In addition, using interesting and relevant reading materials can increase students' motivation, curiosity, and participation in learning English.
Schools are expected to support the implementation of Discovery Learning by providing adequate learning facilities, teaching materials, and training programs for teachers. Such support will help teachers improve their ability to design more creative and effective learning activities. Schools should also encourage collaboration among English teachers to share teaching experiences, develop better lesson plans, and evaluate the implementation of Discovery Learning regularly in order to improve the quality of English teaching.
Students are encouraged to take an active role during the learning process by asking questions, participating in discussions, identifying important information, and drawing conclusions independently. They should also develop the habit of reading English texts outside the classroom through books, magazines, newspapers, or online articles. Regular reading practice will help students improve their vocabulary, reading comprehension, and confidence in using English. In addition, students are encouraged to continue applying discovery learning strategies in their daily learning activities so that the knowledge and skills they have gained in the classroom can continue to develop.
Finally, future researchers are expected to conduct similar studies with larger samples, different educational levels, or different research settings in order to obtain more comprehensive findings. They are also encouraged to investigate the effectiveness of Discovery Learning when combined with other teaching methods or digital learning media. Furthermore, longitudinal studies are recommended to examine the long-term effects of Discovery Learning on students' reading comprehension, vocabulary mastery, critical thinking skills, and overall English language proficiency. Such studies are expected to provide a broader understanding of the effectiveness of Discovery Learning in English language teaching.
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